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PREFACE 


Op the very few prose-writers in Sanskrit, Bhatta 
Bana stands foremost. Eadambari and Harsacarita 
ire his two well-known prose classics. That Bana 
vas a contemporary of King Harsa is patent from 
lis Harsacarita which is an |iistorical romance with 
3arsa as the hero. From the records of the Chinese 
jraveller Huyen Tsang who for a time resided in 
flie court of Harsa it is known that King Harsa 
reigned over Northern India from 606 to 648 A. D. 
The date of our author is therefore easily assigned 
bo the latter half of the 6th and the earlier half of 
the 7th century A. D. 

Sana’s prose consists often of lengthy com- 
pounds, words with double meaning and apparent 
contradiction (Virodhabhasa). His humorous de- 
scription of the Dra vidian hermit in Kadambari, the 
excellent speech in which ^ukanasa gives advice to 
Candrapida are memorable and can hardly fail to 
elicit the admiration of even the most hostile critic. 
While his style in Kadambari is elegant, that in 
Harsacarita is rugged. While Kadambari consiste 
mostly of easy words, Harsacarita abounds in 
difficult ones. 



King Harsa, the hero of this biography was 
himself a great man of letters as is apparent from 
his authorship of the three well-known plays— 
Ratnavall, Nagananda and Priyadarsika. In his 
reign it is known that both Hinduism and Buddhism 
flourished side by side. 

The chief merit of Harsacarita is that it gives 
the reader a deep insight into the customs and 
manners prevalent in courts and military camps in 
Ancient India, into its religion and religious beliefs, 
the state of society, the state of medical and other 
sciences and a number of other details which are of 
i importance to an historical antiquarian. 

Cowell speaks of Harsacarita thus “But 
besides these veiled historical allusions, the work 
has another interest from the vivid picture which it 
offers of the condition of Indian society and the 
manners and customs of the period. Bana is not a 
mere rhetorician; his descriptions of court and 
village life abound with masterly touches which 
hold* up the mirror to the time. Not even the Pali 
Jatakas introduce us more directly into the very 
hearj of the period or give us a more life-like picture. 
The court, the camp, the quiet villages, which then, 
as now, contained the great mass of the population, 
and the still more quiet monasteries and retreats, 
t«rhether of Brahmans or Buddhists, are all painted 



■with singular power; and his naiTative illustrates 
and supplements the Chinese traveller’s journal at 
every turn.” 

Harsacarita consists of eight Ucchvasas of which 
the first two and the earlier portion of the third are 
devoted to the autobiography of Sana and the rest 
to the life of Harsa and his ancestors, The chief 
topic of the third Ucchvasa centres round an ancestor 
of Harsa — Puspabhuti by name, the chief incident 
of his life being the protection of the homa per- 
formed by one Bhairavacarya at dead of night 
against an attack from the ghost ^rikantha. The 
fourth Ucchvasa deals with the birth of Prabhakara- 
vardhana, his marriage with Tasovati of whom were 
bom Rajyavardhana, Harsa and Rajyasri— two sons 
and one daughter, the growth of all the children 
and the marriage of Rajyasri with Grahavarman of 
the Maukhari dynasty. The Fifth chapter relates 
the death of King Prabhakaravardhana while his 
eldest son was away on a tour of conquest. The 
Sixth deals with Rajyavardhana’s return to, the 
capital, the assassination of Grahavarman by a 
Malwa king, the imprisonment of Rajyasri at Kanya- 
kubja, the invasion of Rajyavardhana in retaliation, 
his slaying the Malwa ruler, his being secretly 
murdered ^ the Gauda king and the preparations 
of King Harsa to avenge himself of the murder of 



VI 


his brother. The Seventh deals with Prince Harsa’s 
expedition, his meeting on the way Bhandi who 
came with the spoils of war from the attack of the 
Malwa ruler, his deputing Bhandi to continue the 
march against the Gauda king while he himself 
went to the Vindhya woods to search for his sister 
that had 'escaped from jail. In the eighth chapter 
Harsa in the course of his rambles saves his sister 
who had resolved to put an end to her life by march- 
ing into the fire ; he entrusts her to a Buddhistic 
monk Bhadanta, originally known asBivakaramitra, 
an old friend of her husband Grahavarman. Rajya- 
sri desires to turn a nun, and Harsa assures her that 
after crushing Gauda he would also return and both 
may take to asceticism together. Thus the life of 
Harsa is left in the middle. 

In the preparation of this edition I have been 
greatly assisted by the Efiglish translation of Cowell 
and Thomas and the Sanskrit commentary of Jiva- 
nanda Vidyasagar, to both of which I acknowledge 
nay indebtedness. 


20th, July 1946. 


0. Sankararama 
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HAESACARITA 
The Sixth Ucchvasa. 

1. Culling ever and anon, Doom makes a 
collection of heroes led by his secret emissaries sent 
on earth, as if desirous of conquest. 

2. The crime of treachery by a ruffian leads to 
his own slaughter by rousing a hero’s rage as the 
twang of a young tree broken by an elephant by 
3‘obbing the lion of his sleep. 
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3r«r 5% 
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The Brahmin who was to eat the first oblation 
of the deceased had taken his dinner. The obnoxious 
days of pollution had passed away. The various 
effects enjoyed by the king— beds, furniture, fans, 
umbrellas, vessels, vehicles, weapons and others that 
were an eyesore were being distributed to Brahmins. 
The king’s bones had been taken to holy waters 
along with the hearts of men. A monument covered 
with plaster causing the pinch of grief had been 
raised on his tomb. The royal elephant that had 
won great battles was released into the woods. 
Gradually laments subsided, mournings grew rare, 
tea^s ceased to flow, sighs became lighter, the words 
^Alasl What a pity r became less audible, the beds of 
mourning were thrown away, the ears became again 
fit to listen to counsels, the minds of men became 
eligible for grasp and concentration. The king’s 
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virtues could now be counted. Grief narrowed down 
its scope. The odes of poets had finished. The 
king’s sight survived but in dreams, his stay re- 
mained but in the hearts of men, his outline remained 
but in pictures, and his name remained but in litera- 
ture. Then it was, King Harsa once taking rest 
from his duties, beheld himself unexpectedly sur- 
rounded by a group of men of the hereditary royal 
staif with faces bent low and dumbfounded, led by 
elderly kinsmen massing thick. 


On seeing them he reflected thus, ‘ What else 
can it be ? This grief-stricken band of persons signi- 
fies the arrival of my revered brother.’ With .a 
“trembling heart he asked one of those persons, who 
was more forward as he entered — ^ Friend, tell. Has 
ray revered brother arrived ?’ He spoke low, ‘ Yes^ 



HAESACARITA 


sf^np^ ^ 5fi#cnT n, 

3R^cii ^ >5r§WJ)HS'i '^K'J<T|r(e||^hr3 r| 

wwKnrt^ ^rn^'-^uftoiT cTi^rar- 

^1^- 

’Tfei^ 'iftl?!*]’, 



as Your Highness conjectures. He is at the door.’ 
On hearing this his heart was softened by an excess 
of grief engendered by fraternal love, and he barely 
kept up his life from flowing out along with the 
gushing stream of tears. 

Presently he saw his elder brother whose arrival 
was announced by the lamentation uttered by the 
chamberlain as if it were his messenger that entered 
first. The elder brother was surrounded by a retinue 
robbed of its numerical strength by a rapid march 
through a long distance, wherein the umbrella-bearer 
had dropped \ away, the wardrobe-keeper lagged 
behind, the water-pot-carrier slipped out, the spittoon- 
bearer was missing, the betel-bearer worn out and 
the sword-bearer limping, which consisted of but a 
few conspicuous slave-attendants and whose' bodies 
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were dirty and lean by the neglect of bath, food and 
sleep for many days. His body rendered gray by 
the thick dust of roads, it seemed as though the- 
helpless Earth coming in hereditary succession 'had 
fixed him as her refuge. His body was dotted by 
bandages bound round the wounds of arrows received 
in" the battle for the conquest of Huns, which 
(bandages) looked like the long white glances cast 
by his fast approaching Eoyal glory. His excess of 
sorrow was conveyed by his limbs much too thin as 
though their flesh had been sacrificed in the fire of 
grief for saving the king’s life. He a^emed to bear 
grief embodied, mounted on his head stripped of ite 
jewels, with hair dirty and dishevelled and devpid 
of its flower-wreath. His broad forehead limed by 
the sweat trickling down in the sfin’s heat seemed 
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to weep in its eagerness to fall at his father's feet. 
By the ever-growing stream of tears, he seemed 
ceaselessly to sprinkle the Earth laid in a swoon by 
the death of her chosen lord. His cheeks seemed to 
have sunk low by the endless and torrential fall of 
•tears and were emaciated by misery. His round 
lips* standing in the passage of his much too hot 
gusts of sighs seemed to melt away with the red 
hue of betel faded away. Grown dark in the rays- 
of the last remaining sapphire gem preserved solely 
for purification, the region of his ear seemed burnt 
in the big fire of grief roused by the recent news of 
his father's death. Though his beard showed but a 
faint growth, his moon-like face, rapt' in the multi- 
tudinous rays of the black pupils of his downcast 
and motionless eyes, appeared as though black with 
a beard grown thick in mourning. He was like a 
lion distressed and rendered homeless by the collapse 
i^a great hill (king), like the day darkening into 
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3he night with splendour fading at the setting Sun, 
ike Indra’s garden stripped of its shade (splendour) 
3y the devastation of the celestial tree, like the 
3oint of the sky vacant by the expulsion of the. 
dephant in guard of the quarter, like a mountain 
mndered by the heavy fall of thunderbolt and quak- 
ng. Purchased as if by emaciation, enlisted by 
wretchedness, enslaved by despair^ afflicted by grief, 
appropriated by anxiety, struck dumb by silence, 
pressed hard by torment, perspiring in the heat of 
torture, culled from mental cares, lost in mourning, 
seated in apathy, repudiated by discrimination, dis- 
3wned by intelligence and cast aside by firnmqss, he 
was absorbed in grief which stood beyond the appeals 
)f aged counsel, the cure of wholesome talks, the 
'each of elderly advice, the influence of the po^wers 
)f scriptures, the operation of the efforts of wisdom, 
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the range of friendly appeals, the sphere of the plea- 
sures of senses and outside the province of natural 
healing by the efdux of time. Uplifted, as it were, 
by the numerous yearnings due to the whole love 
gushing out in a hurry, Harsa rose up involuntarily. 

Then on seeing liim from afar. Prince Rajya- 
vardhana desirous of giving vent to the flow of tears 
restrained for a long time, stretched afar both his 
long stout arms as if to bring together all the sorrows 
and with them clasped the neck of Harsa and with 
sobs drew him now to his own emaciated bOsom 
from which the silk towel had fallen off, now to his 
neck, now to his shoulder and now to the middle of 
his cheeks and wept so profusely that the hearts of, 
l^standers seemed to be uprooted with their moor- 
1^., A stream of tears was released by the people in 
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their eyes like veins of blood. It seemed as though 2 
a favourite of the king, recalling the king to his 
mind, did also profusely veep in response to the - 
prince’s sobs under the pretext of an echo. After! 
a long while, haying somehow thoroughly disgorgedj 
tEe water of tears, he calmed down of his own accordj 
like rains in Autumn. Sitting down, he washed his 
eyes with great effort with the water brought by a 
servant— the eyes which) coming within the range 
of the rays of the nails of his hands, presented, as it 
were, rows of foams formed by wading through water 
•ever on the increase and which, though frequently 
wiped, were robbed of their vision by their opening 
being impeded by the drops of tears slipping down 
and collecting at the tips of his eyelashes. And 
with a cloth resembling a fragment of moonlight 
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delivered by the betel-bearer, he wiped his face' 
scorched by scalding tears. After staying silently 
for a long while, he rose up and went to the bath- 
room. And after remaining there, he indifferently 
squeezed dry his unadorned head, whose hair was 
dishevelled and disordered; and by means of the 
lower lip which by its throb due to the remnant of 
sorrow seemed to struggle for life and to long to kiss 
its own counterpart bathed in water and fascinating, 
and by the whiteness of his bathed eyes he did wor- 
ship to the deities in guard of the quarters as if with 
flower-offerings consisting of the petals of white 
lotuses blooming at the rays of the autumnal moon ; 
and falling into a couch provided with but a single 
pillow, placed beneath a low awning on a pial of the 
quadrangle, he kept silent. 

Prince Harsa too bathed likewise and stretching 
his body on a carpet spread on the flppr, remained 
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close to him in silence. On seeing ever and anon 
his elder brother grieving in heart, his heart broke, 
as it were, into a thousand pieces. For, the sight of 
X ;>a brot her^is tlie-r-e.juvenation of grief. To the people 
that day was severer than the day of the king’s 
xieath. In the whole city nobody cooked, nobody 
bathed and nobody dined. Every one wept and 
everywhere, Sheerly in this manner did the day 
pass on. With the hue of flesh moistened by a pro- 
fuse flow of blood as though his body was once again 
planed off by the chissel by the divine carpenter, 
the Sun, red like madder^ sank into the waters of the 
western ocean. The batch of bees in the lotus-pond 
buzzed, disconcerted by the closing of lotus-buds. 
Distressed at the sight of their spouses feeling 
miserable at the impending separation, the group of 
ruddy geese cast their tearful glance at the Sun 
shining like the full-blown flower as at a 

\X' 
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kinsman. The pond of white lotuses abounding in 
the buz of black bees and fascinating with she-swaiis 
sounded like the mass of petty bells on the ruby- 
girdle of Goddess Laksmi (beauty) roaming over the 
pond. The Moon’s disc rising with its conspicuous 
black mark shone in the firmament like the lofty 
hump of the tame bull of Sankara, stained by the 
mire thrown up by its huge horns. 

At this hour, approached and persuaded by the 
chief feudatories whose words could not be resisted, 
Rajyavardhana somehow took his meal. When the 
day dawned and all the kings came in, he told Prince 
Harsa who stood near by, ‘Dear boy, you are a worthy 
recipient of instructions from elders. Our father’s 
mentality like a flag tied with ropes has been 
acquired by you even as a boy ; wherefore this -my 
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heart rendered callous by the will of Fate desires to^ 
speak something to you that you are so obedient., 
Perverseness, conimoa, toxouth and opposed to _frater-’‘ 
jnaHoye jhiaild_aaLbe j^sortfid to by you. Do not 
'like a fool raise any impediment to this desire (of 
mine). Hear. It is not as if you do not know the ways 
of the world. ' What was done by Purukutsa when 
Mandhatr, the protector of the three worlds, died ? 
and what by Eaghu when Dilipa who commanded 
the eighteen continents by the motion of his brows, 
passed away ? What did Eama do at the death of 
Daiaratha who drove on the gods’ chariot during the 
big battles with Asuras? What did Bharata do at 
the death of Dusyanta who treated the confines of 
the four oceans as a puddle ? Good bye to all of them. 
Did not our father himself administer the kingdom 
when his esteemed father of blessed memory, who 
rendered Indra’s age gray by the pervasion of smoke- 
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in more than a hundred sacrifices^ breathed his Iasi 
Him whom grief overwhelms, men learned i 
^astras declare an unmanly man, for women are a 
abode of sorrows. All the same what am I to dc 
Thjs unmanlinesss or womanishness belongs to m 
nature as I have thus become an abode of the fii 
of grief due to our father’s death. With me whe 
the king (mountain) collapsed, tears seem to ha\ 
flowed out in full like its rills. When the gre<' 
luminary set, all the ten directions have become 
mess of darkness unto me, the lamp of wisdom e: 
tinct, my heart is aflame, discrimination does n( 
approach me even in dream as if afraid of its bein 
burnt, my whole courage has melted away und( 
the severe heat of sorrow as a thing of lac ; at ever 
step (word) my mind faints like a roe hit by 
poisoned arrow; like a misanthrone the^memorv strai 
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far away and avoids me ; like my mother my enthu- 
siasm has gone away with my father ; ^e moneys 
employed by an usurer, sorrows g,TQW-daylE3iy- 
As if laden with clouds formed of the abundant 
smoke of the fire of grief, my body showers con- 
tinuous streams of water from the eyes, ‘ At death 
every man is dissolved into the five elements/ is an 
untrue saying of the childish world. My father has 
merely changed into the fire ; so much does he burn 
me. The formidable rebel, grief, risen engulfing 
this recreant heart of mine burns the heart as the 
submarine fire does the Ocean, tears it asunder as 
the thunderbolt does a mountain, attenuates it as 
waning does the moon and devours it a§ the eclipse 
does the Sun. My heart cannot with mere tears 
dispose of the fall of such a great man like unto 
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Meru. My eye loatlis at kingship as that of Cakora 
at the sight of poison. My mind desires to relinquish 
the Royal glory covered in the shrouds of many 
deceased warriors, reddening the battlefield with 
blood, displayed on flagstaffs (descending in heredi- 
tary succession) and ignoble like the pageantry of 
outcastes covered in the shrouds of corpses, catering 
to the slums, borne on bamboo-poles (outside the pale 
of noble descent) and disreputable. I cannot for a 
moment stay in the home as a domestic sparrow in 
a house burnt. Therefore I desire to wash off in a 
hermitage this stain of attachment (oil) clinging fast 
to my heart as unto a cloth by means of the clean 
waters of the pellucid streams of rills flowing from 
the tops of mountains. So though it takes away the 
of youth and is unwelcome, take over the 
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die of my kingdorA as Puru did the old age of his 
father at his behest. Giving up all the sports of 
youth, offer your bosom to kingship as Visnu to 
La^ksmi. I have abandoned the weapon.’ So saying, 
he took his sword from the hand of his sword-bearer 
and threw it down on the earth. 

On hearing this Prince Harsa with a cloven 
heart as if pierced by a sharp-edged spear, reflected 
thus: — ‘Is it that some envious fellow has preju- 
diced my revered brother against me whereby he is 
angry with me? Or does be wish to test me in this 
manner? Or is it a distraction of his mind born of 
grief ? Or is he not my elder bi other at all? Or has 
he stated one thing whereas another was heard by 
me with my organ of hearing rendered vacant by 
grief ? Or did the revered one wish to speak one 
thing and another' has escaped ftoto his tongue ?^ 
On is it the murderous design of Pate^ to* bring the 
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tuin of our entire family? Or does this suggest the 
extinction of all merit acquired by past deeds? Oris 
it a freak of the entire group of planets turned 
adverse? Or is it a sport of the Kali age freed from 
fear on the death of my father, that he, like an 
utter stranger, should treat me as one up to any- 
thing, as if I were not born in Puspabhuti’s line, as 
if I were no son to my father, no younger brother 
to him, no loyal follower of his and as though I were 
detected in the commission of an offence. That 
he -should incite me to do this odious act is like 
bidding a man learned in the Vedic lore to drink 
wnne, a faithful servant to play ' treachery against 
his master, a virtuous man to approach a base* 
wretch and a good wile to commit adultery. It is 
therefore appropriate that when a father of that 
stamp who acted Mount Mandara in churning the 
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ocean of the entire range of kings drunk with the 
intoxication of valorous pride, one should go to the 
forest of penance or should clothe himself in tree- 
bark or perform penance. The bidding to me to 
•take charge of the kingdom, burning me the more 
when I am already burnt, acts like a shower of 
embers in a desert scorched by drought. So this ‘is 
unbecoming of my revered brother. Although a 
man in power free from pride, a Brahmin free from 
^reed, a sage free from rage, a monkey free from 
impatient motions, a poet without envy, a merchant 
without swindling, a fond husband without jealousy 
(suspicions), a good man without poverty, a rich 
man without dishonesty, alow man notan eyesore, 
^ hunter free from cruelty, a recluse observing 
Brahrainical duties, a servant in the enjoyment of 
happiness, a gambler but one grateful, an ascetic 
without a craving for enjoyment, a hard-h^l^ 
person with sweet speech, a rhinister speaking the 
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truth and a prince not ill-bred — though all these 
are seldom met with in the world, still my revered 
brother himself is my instructor. When a father of 
that stamp, a high-born elephant among kings, has- 
fallen and when an elder brother of this sort, a king 
in the prime of youth, goes to the forest, abandoning 
his kingdom and frustrating his own mighty arms 
resembling broad stone-pillars, who will, be be an 
outcaste, long for the clod known as the eaith defiled 
by the fall of water from the eyes of all the world 
or ftu* the female slave doing menial service at the 
households of great warriors called the Royal glory 
whose base conduct is exposed by the distortions 
marking the faces of all knaves puifed up with the^ 
pride of wealth ? How was this most unworthy idea 
conceived by the revered one ? What is the reproach 
%tected in me ? Has the son of Sumitra skulked 
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away from his heart? Or have Bhima and others 
been forgotten? My revered brother has never been 
known for such an exercise of authority so regard- 
less of his loyal adherent and so severe in pursuing 
his own ends. Further, when a senior brother has 
repaired to the forest of penance, who will, with a 
olinging to life, think of the earth even in mind? 
When the lion whose face shines with the thick 
attractive mane moistened by the rut streaming 
from the heads of intoxicated elephants cloven by 
the furious strokes of his claws sharp like the* tips 
•of thunderbolt has gone out for sport in the jungle, 
who guards his residence—the mountain-cave at 
Ms back? Men of prowess are assisted by their own 
valour. What is this solicitude of my brother for 
the capricious Royal glory that she should not be 
to that very forest of penance, like a forest- 
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deer, with breasts covered in rags, carrying a basket 
of Kusa grass, flowers, fuel and leaves and loaded 
with hoary hairs? Or why should I thus indulge m- 
all sorts of speculation in vain?,. I will folio v my 
lord silently. As to the sin accruing from a breach 
of the elder’s word, the penance done in the forest 
will itself dispel it.’ Having resolved thus and gone 
already to the forest in thought, he stood silent with 
a downcast face. 


Meanwhile tree-barks were got ready by the 
weeping wardrobe-keeper that had been previously 
instructed. The royal ladies screamed, having lost 
their hearts as if they had fled away in fear of 
merciless strokes from their hands. The Brahminu. 
raised loud cries of ‘Alas’ with uplifted hands. The 
citizens sobbe^d aloud, falling at the feet of the prince. 
The ancient servants ran about with melting hearts^ 
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The aged kinsfolk entered, leaning on their attend- 
ers, with frames quaking, clothes disordered, tones 
slipping in grief, tears streaming down and minds 
bent on dissuasion. Despondent vassals sighed with 
downcast faces, scratching the jewelled pavement 
with the nails of toes. All the subjects including 
children and aged folk started for the forest of 
penance. Just then suddenly the well-known servant 
of RajyasrI, Saihvadaka by name, overwhelmed by 
grief, shedding tears and crying aloud, threw him- 
self down at the gathering. 


Then puzzled at this, along with his brother, 
"Prince Rajyavardhana himself asked him, ‘ Friend, 
ell, tell. Does Doom making bold to increase its 
jfforts to bring calamities on us and rejoicing in 
heart at the king^s death, offer anything else still 
more disquieting ?' With great effort he replied^ 
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* My lord, the actions of the low-minded, like those 
of fiends generally fend to strike at weak points. 
Fox, on the very day when the news rose that the 
king was dead, Prince Grahavannan was despatched 
Jwld^by the wicked king of M alva 
merit. And Princess Eajyasri, 
with feet kissed by a pair of steel fetters and bound 
like a thief’s wife has been put in prison in Kanya- 
kubja. The rumour is also afoot that thinking the 
army is without a leader, the ruffian te about to 
march on this country too with the idea of capturing 
it, Such is my news. Your Highness is the sole' 
dictator of what to do.’ 


Then on hearing of the fresh, unimaginable and 
unexpected happening which he could ill afford to 
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neglect, since humiliation was to him never heard 
of before, since his nature was intolerant of insult 
from another, since fresh youth abounds in pride, 
since his birth had its origin in a family of heroes, 
out of love for his sister who became an object of 
compassion, his emotion of grief, though so deep- 
rooted and intensely severe, vanished all of a sudden. 
The terrible emotion of rage suddenly entered his 
deep heart as a lion his lair on a mountain-cave. 
A big terrific frown appeared on his broad forehead, 
a frown black like the Yamuna and possessed of the 
ripples of knit eyebrows curving like snakes (Kaliya’s 
species) agitated by their fright for Krsna (slayer of 
Eesin). His sprout-like left hand, touching with 
pride his bud-shaped right shoulder, huge like the 
frontal hump of the elephant of the sky, released 
streanis of water in the form of the rays of nails as 
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if to perform its coronation-bath at its conferment 
of the lead in battle. His other hand with its palm 
filled with gliding sweat and shaking as though it 
had seized the Malya king by the hair to root him 
out and grown eager to seize the tresses of his proud! 
Royal Glory, once again felt its way towards his 
terrible sword. The red flush of rage was seen on 
his cheeks, like saffron-powder thrown at the festi- 
vity celebrated by Royal glory rejoiced at his taking 
up arms. His uplifted right foot mounted his staff- 
like left thigh, as though puffed up with .trampling 
on the array of crest-gems of all the neighbouring 
rulers. His other lotus-like foot scratched the gem- 
set pavement, disgorging a whorl of smoke by the 
severe rubs of its big toe and consequently seeming 
to have spread out its hair in the vow of stripping 
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the earth of all heroes. By sprinkling the bloody 
stream flowing from his fresh wounds that had burst 
forth in anger he seemed to wake up his valour sent 
to sleep by the poison of sorrow. And he told his 
younger brother, ^ May you live long, my brother, 
here is the royal house, here are kinsmen, here are 
servants, here is the Earth, and here are the subjects 
guarded by the bar-like arms of the king. I am 
gone to-day itself for the extirpation of the royal 
race of Malva. That I should crush this too impu- 
dent a foe is itself my donning of tree-bart, it ^ my 
penance, and it is my stratagem to alleviate my 
sorrow. That Malvas should insult Puspabhuti's 
race ! It is the same as the deer catching a lion by 
the mane, frogs stroking a black serpent with the 
hand, calves holding a tiger captive, water-snakes 
seizing a Garuda by the throat, logs ordering fehe- 
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fire to be burnt and darkness driving out the Sun. 
My sorrow has beeji eclipsed by the much bigger 
anger. Let all the kings and elephants remain with 
you only. Let this Bhandi alone with a cavalry of 
ten thousand follow me.’ After saying thus, he at 
once ordered the beat of drums to proclaim his march. 

On hearing him thus giving orders, Prince 
Harsa with a mind affected by the rise of anger on 
coming to know of the tidings of his sister and 
brother-in-law spoke as if his agony of love had been 
further aggravated by the order to stay behind. 

Noble sir, what harm do you see in my following ? 
If it is that I am a boy, I am all the more unfit to 
be abandoned. . If I am treated as one fit for protec- 
tion, the cage of your arms is my place of safety ; 
if as inefiScient, where have I been tested ; if as one 
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to be fostered, separation makes me thin ; if as 
unable to bear hardships, I am thrown in the ranks 
of women. If you wish that I should enjoy comfort 
it goes along with you ; if you think the hardship of 
journey is great, your separation is still more hard 
to bear ; if your idea is that I may safeguard’ your 
harem, Eoyal glory rests in your sword ; if you wish 
me to guard the rear, your volour is always there ; 
if you say that the host of rulers will be left without 
supervision, they are well bound up by your quali- 
ties ; if you consider that a dependant is not an 
ally of a powerful one, you treat me as different 
if you wish to go with as little paraphernalia as 
possible, what is the great weight of the dust of your 
feet ; if you hold it improper for both to go, favour 
me with the bidding to march ; if you argue that 
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fraternal love is funky, the fault is mutual. An< 
what is this rapacity of your arm that it singly thirst 
to drink the whole nectar of fame, white like th< 
mass of foam on the Milk Ocean? I have never beei 
cheated of favours before. Pardon, sir, Take me too. 
So saying, he fell at his brother’s feet, placing hii 
head on the floor. 

The elder brother raised him up and said, *Dea 
brother, why is a paltry enemy forcibly raised ii 
importance by^taking such great effort? The prepa 
ratioh of lions against deer reflects shame. Hov 
many fires should put on armour against grass! 
Further the whole earth decked with the auspiciouj 
bead- wreath of eighteen continents is there as scop< 
for your valour. The tempests that blow off th( 
multitude of huge mountains do not range th^m 
selves against a trembling heap of cotton. Nor dc 
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"the sky-elephants proudly indulging in the butting 
sport on Mount Meru butt against a tiny ant-hill. Like 
Mandhatr you shall, in the conquest of all quarters, 
take up the bow which will act the big comet ppr- 
tending the destruction of all the rulers on Earth 
and whose frame will be marked by the 'beauty of 
attractive leaf-designs made of gold, But when this 
my inexorable hunger to slaughter the foe has been 
roused, let this one morsel of wrath be permitted for 
my single self. Stay please.’ Having said so^ he 
set out on that very day to meet his foe. 

When his brother was thus gone out, father 
dead, brother-in-law deprived of life, mother deceased 
and sister jailed. Prince Harsa, like an elephant 
strayed away from his herd, passed his time, single 
with great difficulty. ' 
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When several days had elapsed, as he was laid' 
awake by that very uneasiness due to his brother’s 
departure, at night when but a third of it remained, 
he heard this Arya couplet sung by the watchman. 

* As a storm does a ship, so does Doom unex*^ 
pectedly throw down a man though his virtues 
(cables) are sung in distant isles and though he had 
acquired a grandeur like that of the ocean (contains 
the best stock of gems).’ 

On hearing the song his heart sorrowed all the 
more at the thought of the world’s transience, and 
when the night was all but spent out he got sleep 
for a short while. He saw in dream a lofty (cloud- 
touching) iron* pillar breaking into pieces. With a 
quivering heart he again woke ‘Up. And he thought,. 
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‘ Why do these evil dreams haunt me thus persist- 
ently ? The left eye, adept in conveying an evil in 
store, throbs day and night. Frightful freaks of 
nature portending the fall of a no mean king do not 
subside even for a moment. Daily Rahu is seen 
associated with the Sun’s disc possessed of a headless^ 
trunk, thus appearing to have an unmutilated frame. 
The seven sages constituting the Great Bear emit 
fumes of smoke, making all the planets gray, as if 
they had been taken in at the time of their perform- 
ing penance. Terrific fires on all the points of the 
sky are seen every day. Stars fall down from -the 
'firmament like the ashes left by the fires on the sky. 
The Moon is dim as if through grief at the fall of 
stars. Every night all the quarters seem to witness 
Ijhe severe battle of planets on the sky in the light 
3 
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of blazing fire-sparks hither and thither. Prognosti- 
cating the migration of kingship, the wind whizzing 
with bits of gravel mixed up in a big stream of dust 
seems to transport the earth somewhere. I find no 
prospect of good at the hour. Who is there to 
contend against Doom which lays its hold on even a 
tender sprout of this our famijiy as an elephant on 
that of a bamboo? By all means, may my brother 
be safe.’ After thinking in this strain and somehow 
steadying his heart which seemed to melt away in 
the nervous concern due to fraternal love bursting 
from within, he rose up and performed his usual 
round of duties. 


Remaining at the council-chamber, he saw the 
nobfe-born chief officer of cavalry who stood high in^ 
the favour of Rajyavardhana, named Kuntala, enter 
all of a sudden, followed by a party of persons with 
dejected faces entering behind. His body was 
covered in a dirty cloth as though made of yarn 
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reddened by the smoke of hot sighs due to unbear- 
able grief. His face bent down as if in shame at 
holding his life. His glance was fixed to the tip of 
his long (bamboo-like) nose. Through a face, though 
mute but thickly overgrown with the hair of mourn- 
ing, he communicated his master’s calamity by his 
ceaseless drops of tears. With apprehensions roused 
at his sight, Harsa was seized as it were in his eyes 
by water, in his moon-like face by wind, in his heart 
by fire, in his chest by the earth, in short, — in all 
the limbs simultaneously by all the guardian-deities 
of the world at an hour when he was to hear a grave 
unpleasant news. And from Kuntala he heard 
^is brother, though he had easily conquered 
Malva army, was treated With false civillity by the 
Gauda king whereby his confidence in him grew,, 
and that when he had laid aside his weapon and 
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remained single and confident he was killed by the 
Gauda king in his own house. 


On hearing this the highly valorous prince- 
flamed suddenly with the passion of grief heightened 
by the fierce spread of the fire of rage. He vomitted, 
as*it were, the fire of wra.th abounding in live coals 
in the form of pieces of crest-jewels shattered from* 
his head shaken in fury. By his ever throbbing lip, 
slightly curving with wrath, he seemed to drink the 
lives of all powerful kings. He seemed to exhibit 
fires on the sky with reddening glances cast by his 
eyek The fire of indignation, as if being burnt by 
the unbearable fire of his inborn prowess, multiplied 
the ^ drops of sweat with which he seemed to be 
covered in rainy showers. His own limbs appealed 
to quake with fear at his indignation such as had 
never been seen before. Like ^iva he assumed a 
terrific form (the form of Bhairava). Like Visnu he 
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manifested a shape of the bravest among men (of 
the man-lion). Like the sunstone-hill he burst into 
flames at the sight of the spread of another’s prowess 
(brilliance). Like the doomsday he was possessed of 
features that overpowered the vision like (with) the 
iswelve suns risen up. Like the storm of Deluge' he 
'Caused the trembling of all kings (mountains). Like 
■the Vindhya mountain he was filled with an increas- 
ing zeal for battle (growing loftiness of stature). 
Like a great cobra he was irritated by the insult 
offerered by the wicked king (an inefficient snake- 
charmer). Like Parlksit’s son Janamejaya he" was 
bent on burning all persons rolling in luxuries 
(snakes). Like Vrkodara he thirsted for the blood 
of his foe. Like a divine elephant he ran up to repel 
his foe (against a rival elephant). like the first 
revelation of manliness, the highest ebb of passion, 
an effervescence of pride, the youthful advent of 
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heroism, an all-out effort of hauteur, a fresh era of 
youth’s heat, a coronation of the zeal for battle, and 
the function of revoling lights round intolerance, he 
assumed a much terrific aspect. 

And he spoke, ‘Excepting the Gauda king,, 
who will, by imposing such a death condemned by 
all the world, as Dhrstadyumna (the fire-born) did 
Drona (the pitcher-born), extinguish the noble one, 
such a great man who had just then conquered the 
whole host of kings by the genuine valour of his 
arms when he had laid aside his weapon ? Barring 
that Ignoble one, in whose hearts will not the manly 
qualities of my lord kindle affection, — qualities, 
white like the foams of the Ganges and reminding 
the people of Paraiurama’s heroism like swans float- 
ing with wings on tanks? How did the hands of 
that cruel one extend for extracting the life of my 
lord as the rays of the ■ summer Sun for drying up 
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the water of lotus-ponds, regardless of friendly afSni- 
ties? To what doom is he heading ? What birth is he 
going to take (which womb is he going to enter)? * 
In what hell is he going to fall? Which outcaste 
will do this? My tongue is coated, as it were, with 
the stain of sin even as it mentions his name. With 
what object in view did the merciless wretch like 
the timber-eating insect' work himself into and cause 
the ruin of my lord, able to delight the whole world 
like a pillar of sandal ? Indeed this idiot, when in 
his greed to taste the sweetness of honey he dragged 
out my lord’s life like honey, did not foresee the 
severe worry due to oncoming arrows (bees). The 
mean Gauda has simply earned too black an infamy, 
a slur on his house, as a lamp on the passage ef a 
window would accumulate soot to darken the house. 
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When the Sun, the diadem of the three worlds, has 
set, is not the Moon, the unique lion sporting in a 
thicket of planets, ordered quickly by the Creator to 
• quell the darkness assailing the sky ? If the goad that 
used to enforce discipline is broken, yet for subduing 
a tusker there is always the sharper claw of the 
lion competent to break the heads, standing firm 
with humps, of all mad elephants. Such persons, 
like bad jewellers, ruin the gems among the valorous, 
and who is bound to spare them from death ? Where 
is the loafer going to escape ?’ 


As he said so, his father’s friend, the commander 
known as Siihhanada was seated in his presence. 
A leader in all battles, with a| yellow body like a 
hill of qrpimegt,:i brilliant like the mature straight 
atem of a Sala tree,' -tall and having acquired ripeness 

a>s if bv the beatnf pynftssivp valnnr^bp was flHxranpAH 
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in age. Risen up from repose on many a bed of 
arrows, he seemed to laugh at Bhisma in respect of 
long life. His frame being unassailable, even old' 
age, exhibiting tremor as if afraid, laid its hold on 
him somehow in his stiff hair. Possessed of a thick 
mane with hair white and straight like moonbeams, 
he seemed to have entered upon a lion’s birth made 
up of the spirit of unpretended valour even while 
alive. His pair of eyebrows blocked his eyesight 
with the skin hanging loose in a curve as if to avoid 
the heinous sin of looking at the face of another 
master. His terrible face shining in the regions of 
cheeks covered by a trail of thick white moustache 
.seemed to pour forth out of turn the season for the 
display of heroism, viz., the advent of autumn, 
white with blooming Kasa groves. With a thick 
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beard hanging down to his navel, he seemed with a 
white chowrie to fan his master remaining in his 
heart though dead. His broad chest was rugged by 
the deep cuts of wounds with mouths open as if 
thirsting to drink the pure water of the blades of 
•swords notwithstanding old age. Covered all over 
with a multitude of big wounds appearing like a 
long line of letters carved by the tips of chissels in 
the form of sharp weapons, he seemed to compute 
the total of all his victories in battles. He appeared 
like the eastern mountain walking on foot. By the 
interest roused by divers feats of the martial spirit,, 
he seemed to outstrip the Mahabharata. In' his 
insistence on destroying his foes, he seemed to give 
lessons to Parasurama himself. By his voyages on 
the sea (revolutions in water) and tours in which he 
annexed royal glory with ease (the charm of bring- 
ing out LaksmI with ease) he threw Mandara inta 
i^e shade. By keeping to the limits of a commandpir 
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(the Ocean), he seemed to vanquish the Ocean itself. 
In firmness, hardness and loftiness he appeared to 
put mountains to shame, and by the flash of his 
inborn fierce valour to treat the Sun for a straw. 
With the hardihood born of shouldering the respon- 
sibilities of his master (with his back subjected to 
friction by the weight of ^iva), he seemed to laugh 
at the very bull of ^iva. A sacrificial log to the 
fire of wrath, he represented the height of valour, 
the pride of pride, the sway of hauteur, the heart of 
adventure, the soul of ambition, and the life of 
enterprise. A goad to the unruly, a Garuda to the 
cobras of wicked persons, the halting place for the 
best specimen of manhood, the born senior of the 
batches of warriors, a pair of scales to weigh men 
endowed with heroism, he had witnessed the farthest 
limit of the aggregate of arms, carried out proud 
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threats, supported those that were crumbling, reach- 
ed the end of his plighted word. A knower of the 
secrets of big battles, he acted the proclamation- 
.drum to all that sought battle. Seated in the presence 
of Harsa, he with a voice swelling high like the beat 
of a kettle-drum, infused a zeal for battle in his 
soldiers and addressed the king. 


‘ My lord, tricksters, extremely foul by nature, 
I seldom realise that they are themselves tricked by 
the foul and accursed Fortune that fixes itself to no 
habiifation as crows by a she-cuckoo. Blindness to 
defects (blindness at nights) and other symptoms 
such would appear from jaundice are defects in- 
herited by Laksmi from the lotu^, her source. As the 
^un is intercepted by the shade of their umbrellas, 
dullards forget the presence of any other fire. What 

is thft TJftttv fftllow to dn whn fiavinjy alwavcj inrnpd 
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away his face in great fright, has never seen the 
faces of angry heroes where the fire of anger is lit 
bright with the association of hair bristling on the 
cheeks reddish with the swelling of excessive all- 
surpassing valour? The poor fellow is actually 
unaware that great-minded men, when wronged, do, 
lik^ mystic diabolisms when stultified, reward the 
wrongdoer with a total extinction of his family. 
The valorous, when hit, do flare even against an 
idiot. The feshes pi Jightaing.do bkise in wate^ This 
action efficacious to hurl the doer into an irredeem- 
able hell befits him alone who is outside the pMe of 
all heroes. When high-minded persons wield their 
bow — their chief treasure in battle and the sword in 
which Laksmi sports as a she-swan in a grove ol 
blue lotuses, can the petty devices of raising Laksmi 
like the churning of the Ocean and otlrers be ranked 
along with them ? Though engaged by the Creatoi 
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to keep the Earth firm, the mountains too, being 
unequal to the task, yield metals for making weapons 
of iron to assist the arms of mighty persons, hard 
like thunderbolt. How will such persons with mighty 
arms wedded to spotless fame entertain this misdeed 
-even in heart ? Before the arms of noble warriors 
shimiig_.mth~aii all-embracing victory the beams of 
th^jSm.aa:e.JniiQ^^en_^to catch the direction ? The 
southern quarter with its spaces dented and frightful 
with the waving motions of the horns of the big 
buffalo is only by popular repute the abode of the 
god of Death ; but in reality it is the knit eyebrows 
of warriors whose intervening space wrinkles and 
strikes terror like the wavy motions of a big buffalo’s 
horns, It is strange that as heroes release war-cries 
like the lion’s roar the manes do^ not come up along 
with the thrilled hair suddenly roused by the spirit 
of adventure* Only two ^re a fit repository to hold 
"the aggregate of riches yielded by the four oceang. 
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and efficient to burn all rivals viz., the terrific sub- 
marine fire and a great man’s heart. How will the 
heat of a hero like that of the submarine fire subside 
unless it has consumed everything? In vain has the 
lord of serpents stretched out his broad hoods, who 
by his coils bears but a ball of earth. Only the 
hands of heroes possessed of forearms shining Eke 
tbe ipsKSsiveitrunks of the sky-elephants on Earih, 
,4o';kn!ow the pleasure of enjoying a supremacy ^t 
whidi the command knows no hindrance. Like the 
Sun with unimpaired splendour whose rays are re- 
ceived by the blooming lotus-pond, the hero with 
undiminished valour whose sprout-like feet are sdized 
by the hands of the royal glory with an upturned 
face passes His days with ease. - To a coward, on 
‘ tlie other hand, timid in heart like a deer and pale 
in his mien as to the Moon marked in the centre by 
a deer and white in the outer surface, how will glfary 
remain steady even for two nights? The spiril; of 
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heroism, as it spreads out, rains showers of boundless 
fame. The roads of human exploit are beaten and 
levelled by valour marching in advance. The portals 
of pride put enemies to flight at their very creak. 
Lit*by the glow of weapons, the spaces appear nak^i. 
before valour. As the Earth is reddened, so is Rpyal 
glory inspired with love by the drizzle of the blood 
of foes. The royal status like a row of the nails of 
toes shines bright by rubbing against the edges of 
touchstone in the form of gems on the diadems of 
many a king. By a constant practice of arms the 
enemies’ faces grow black like one’s own palms of 
hand.s. Like the body a man’s fame too grows white 
with the hundreds of bandages tied over wounds of 
divers sorts. The hard blows of swords dealt at the’ 
.panels of enemies’ chests covered in armour emit 
also the regal status like the flames of fire. 
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‘That wise man who, when bis kinsman is killed 
by foes, proclaims his heart’s grief by the beating 
of breasts by enemies’ wives, who heaves sighs with 
th|^,winjd caused by the terrible fall of bis sword, 
wte 'weeps by shedding tears on the lifeless bodies 
of hfe foes and who offers water through the eyes 
of enemies’ housewives, he alone deserves glory and 
none else. Jlnlightened men do not fix the feeling 
of kinship on bodies evanescent as on visions risen 
anji extinct in dreams. Heroes ireat nermanent 

Sorrow (jpes not as much as 
Orvan touch a va lorous man who intrinsically shines 
a spread of bis ewSazin^viJbuf "as"TK^ 

of ther mighty, the chief of- wise n^en, the first 



50 


HAESACAEITA 


1 


among the able, foremost of the noble-born, the 
forerunner of the valiant and the^iasji^an to brook^; 
an insult. Here are at your disposal the broad panels 
of the chests of brave soldiers, cool resorts for the 
abode of heroism with the fire of anger ever smoking 
in the vicinity, with the amenity of the water of the 
sword-blades within the reach and covered in the 
.shade of trees of mighty arms. So why think of the 
(Jauda king alone ? Act in such a way that none 
else would repeat this conduct. Set in motion the 
chowries of sham eunquarors who would fain woo 
the whole earth, bj the sighs of the ladies of their 
harems. Drive off their attachments to the shade 
of umbrellas by covering them under the circling 
vultures blinded by the scent of blood. D ispel th e 
disea^s reddening the enemies.’ eyes revemng in the * 
side^glances of the prostitute — vile glory, by exuda- 
tions of the water of tepid blood. Put down the 
tumors of misKuided valour by lanciiKs with shar» 
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'arrows. Root out the gravf sluggishness of enemies’ 
feet turned wayward with their satisfied cravings to 
rest on footsteads, by the cures of black patches due 
to iron fetters placed like circular wreaths. Eradi- 
cate the itchings of enemies’ ears longing to hear 
cries of victory by the pungent falls of harsh letters 
of comniand. Remove the ailments of rigidity 'Of 
unbending stiff heads by the application, on the fore- 
heads, of sandal paste in the form of the gleam of 
your toe-nails. Extracj ihejia rts of the vagaries of 
a debased character basking in the pi’ide of wea lth 
of an ultim ak un to nav trib ute. Dispel 
the darkness of frowns caused by a pompous knit of 
eyebrows on the part of worthless warriors by the 
torches of the lustrous rays of your footstead studded 
"with gejns. Control the deranged humours of the 
false pride of enemies by cures in which the heavi- 
ness of he^d will be displaced by the lightness due 
to your kicks. Soften the liardness of your enemies^ 
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scars due to bowstring by the warmth of their hands* 
interlocked and joined in a bud and as such raised 
in veneration at a perpetual service. Do not forsake 
that road covetable of all the three worlds by which 
had gone your father, grandfather and great grand- 
father. Set aside your grief that befits a weakling 
and accept the hand of royal glory come to you in 
family succession as a lion does a doe. My lord, 
when the king has reached godhead, when Rajya- 
vardhana has Ipst his life as a victim to the bite of 
the^wicked serpent of the Gauda king an^ when this 
big deluge has come to pass, you alone remain (as. 
i^esa) at present to support the Earth. Console your 
helpless subjects. Like the Sun of autumn place"^ 
your ' footsteps (shed the rays) scorching the fore- 
heads on the heads of all rulers of Earth. Let your 
|eet be variegated by naihscorching whorls of sM)ke 
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in the form of sighs heated by the grief of enemies 
'on the occasion of their fresh initiation into servitude 
and by the morning sunshine created by the rings 
of tossing jewels on their crests. 

‘Further, when his father was slain a single 
ascetic Parasurama, bred along with the deer and 
delicate in heart due to the softness characteristic 
of Brahminhood, took up his resolve and routed for 
twenty one times so as to extirpate their race the 
whole rebellious stock of Ksatriyas who by the fierce 
twangs of their bowstrings stripped the sky-elepbants 
of their madness and who caused the torment of the 
whole world by their humming bowstrings. What 
then of Your Highness, the topmost of men with 
.self-respept, possessed of a natural hardness of 
frame coupled with a heart hard like thunderbolt? 
So take up ypur vow to-day itself for ending the life 
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of the Gauda loafer and wield your bow with vuo 
flag marking the untimely march of conquest by 
Death busy in gathering lives. This terrible burning 
fever of grief of Your Highness whose body is baked 
in the fire of insult will not subside without the 
cooling treatment afforded by an application of 
sandal-paste in the form of enemies^ blood. When 
all other means of putting down the torment iue to 
wrongs failed, Vayu’s son Bhima drank the nectar 
of his enemy ^s blood as though it were sweetened 
by the sipping of Hidimba, a nectar got without a 
resort to Mandara. Jamadagni^s son (Parasurama) 
tooT)athed in the blood-pools of Ksatriyas cool b^ 
yielding a touch pleasant by the calming down of 
the -heat of flames of the fire of his grief/ With 
these words he stopped. 

Prince Harsa told him in reply, ‘What 'your 
fevered self has stated deserves to be followed out. 
Even otherwise mv envious arm looks with ther 
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spirit of rivalry even at the lord of serpents as he 
upholds the Earth. Even as the group of planets 
travels high up, my eyebrow yearns to set itself in 
motion for their repression. Even at the mountains 
failing to bend low, my hand desires to clutch by 
the tresses. My heart longs to make the Sun’s rays 
puffed up with brightness seize the chowries. Enrag- 
ed byHhe title of king, my foot wishes to make foot- 
steads of the heads of kii^s of beasts. My lip throbs 
to order evacuation of all the quarters by the regents 
of the sky though they are freely seized by them at 
their will. What then when such a crisis has come 


to pass? And with a heart filled with rage there is 
no room for i^ulging in mourning. Moreover, when 
.the mean outdaste of a Gauda kirg, the scoundrel 
condemned of Wl the world, that deserves to be 
poupded, is alive, acting the grievous dart in my 
heart*. I sw» ashamed with a dry lip to ery out 
■grief, h^l^iess tp retaliate like a eunuch. IhW 
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my hands offer the palmful of water unless drenched 
in water flowing frohi the tremulous eyes of the 
wives of enemies’ troops? How can even a few 
drops of tears spring from my eye unless it sees the 
<5olumn of smoke risen from the funeral pyre of the 
base Gauda ? My resolve be heard — I swear by the 
touch of the dust of my lord’s feet. If within a, 
limited nun^ber of days I fail to make the earth re- 
sound with shackles placed on the feet of all kings 
made insolent by the reckless actions of their bows 
and to strip the earth of the Gauda, then I will hurl 
iny. sinful self like a fire-fly into the fire fed with 
ghee,’ 

Having said so, he ordered Avanti, his .chief 
minister of war and peace, who stood near by. Be it 
tewrded, ‘ As far as the Mountain of Bise whose 
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tablelands are evacuated by the Gandharva pairs 
startled by the creak of the wheel of the Sun’s 
-chariot; as far as Mount Suvela where Rama’s activi- 
ties of the pillage of Lanka are graven by the axes 
hewing down the slopes of Trikuta ; as far as the 
^Sunset mountain the hollows of whose caves resoiXnd 
with the jingle of anklets of Varuna’s ladies tripping 
with' the intoxication of wine ; as far as GandHama- 
dana where the oave-homes ^mell sweet with stones 
.scented by perfumes of Yaksa ladies. Let the hands 
of all kings be kept ready either to pay tribute or 
to wield the weapon. Let them catch the distant 
extremities or chowries. Let their heads or bows 
^ bend down. Let them adorn their ears with my 
commands or with their bowstrings. Let them deck 
their heads either with the dust of my feet or helmote. 
Let them join the raised palms of hands • or their 
herds of elephants. Let them release their iaiA or 
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their arrows. Let them take up the canes or spears. 
Let them see their own reflections in the nails of ray 
feet or in the mirrors of their swords. I am coming 
presently.’ ‘How can I rest like a lame man so long 
as my feet are not smeared with the ointment of the 
gleam of precious stones on the crowns of all kings 
and passing current in all the different continents?’ 
Thus resolved, he wound up the assembly, dismissed 
the feudatories and left the council-hall with a view 
tp taking his bath. After rising, he did all the 
■duties of the day like one quite alright. And the 
day. glided off with heat climbing down like mili- 
tancy in all the three worlds on hearing his ulti-’ 
matum. 

Afterwards when Lord Sun had absconded some- 
where as if afraid of a dismissal from office, when 
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otus-beds with the suppressed hum of bees closed 
IS if in fright, when birds withdrawing the agitation 
}f their wings and steady were becoming invisible 
IS if in fear, when all people bending down their 
leads and joining the raised palms ot their hands 
laid homage to the evening twilight as unto Harsa's 
;'ow spreading over the whole world, and when 511 
he quarters were obscured in thick masses of dark- 
less which appeared like the lofty (cloud-touching) 
netallic circular ramparts erected by the regents of 
he sky afraid of a fall from their station, Harsa 
tayed not long in the evening-congregation. Being 
saluted, as it were, even by the rows of lamps whose 
lames trembled in the breeze of the waving gar- 
nents of feudatories as they bent down, he sent. 
Lway the people assembled. After prohibiting the 
htry of servants he walked into the bed-chamber. 
j3?ing OH his back, he stretched his limbs on the 
ushion. When he was left alone with the lamp, the^ 
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grief of fraternal love seized him by force as if 
having gained an opportunity like a thief. With 
■closed eyes he beheld his elder brother living as it 
were in his heart. Breaths flowed out on and on as 
if -in quest of his brother’s life. Covering his face 
with a flood of tears as if with the hem of a white 
garment, he wept long and silently. 

He reflected in his mind, ' How could such an 
■end overtake a form of that sort ? My father himself 
was possessed of a hard frame like a hard-knit mass 
■of rock, and harder still was my brother as metallic 
ore in a mountain. How is it proper for my accurs- 
■ed Jieart to take even a single jareath in separation 
.the revered one ? Is this love, devotion o r civih 
Which fool even wUl approve of my living 
when the revered one is dead ? All that unity has^va- 
;.ii^ate^all of a srmdep. Damned f^te W sepa;r^d 
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me with the least- eirori, my grier oemg over- 
shadowed by wretched anger, I have not even wept 
aloud ot long enough, merciless that I am. By •all 
means the affinities of mortals are as flimsy as a 
spider’s web and ephemeral. Kinship is but regu- 
lated by the etigehcfes of life’s journey. For^ even I, 
like any stranger^, refoaih complacent while my 
brother has gone to heaven. What is the purpose 
achieved by damned Fate by separatii^ such a happy 
couple of brothers delighted in heart by a recipro- 
city of love? Those very virtues of the revered one 
* which as if made of moons pleased the whole world, 
do, now that he has gone to the other world, him 
as if they had caught fire from his funexal pym^ 
With these 'and thoughts such as these be pjpuimed 
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in his heart. As the day dawned, eaily in the morn- 
ing he gave instructions to the doorkeeper, ‘ I should 
like to see Skandagupta who is in charge of the 
entire elephant-corps.’ 

. Then summoned by a succession of numerous 
persons running at the same time, Skandagupta 
started from his home and without waiting for his 
elephant walked on foot in excitement towards the 
palace. His way was cleared of crowds by mace- 
bearers in a hurry. As he went on he enquired of 
eminent elephant-doctors that bowed before him at 
every step in all directions the night’s news of his 
choice elephants. All these persons created a bustle 
all round him. Hosts of elepbant^drivers measuring 
the distances of space w;ith a thicket of bamboos 
marked by, peacocks’ featiiei-s raised high and as 
appearing like so olany Vindhya forests ran in 
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front in disorderly groups engaged in the onerous 
fask of binding elephants. Some of the elephant- 
guards displayed handfuls of grass, green like 
emerald and coaxed the elephants newly captured. 
Some delighted in mind at the acquisition of rutting 
elephants to their liking approached from afar and 
saluted him. Some intimated the advent of rut of 
their own elephants, and some pleaded for mounting 
drums on theirs. Some who grew their beards iii 
mourning at the separation of their elephants of 
which they had been deprived for the fault of grave 
neglect moved in advance. New-comers clothed in 
rags ran in the hope of being favoured with an 
entrustment of elephants to their charge. Persons 
engaged to look after the female elephants employed 
to decoy the male ones lifted their hands on getting 
d favourable opportunity after a long while and 
extolled the merits of their skilled she-elephants. 
Rows of forest-guards marked with shining leaves 
and sprouts, eager to intimate the number of newly 
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in his heart. As the day dawned, early in the morn- 
ing he gave instructions to the doorkeeper, ‘ I should 
like to see Skandagupta who is in charge of the 
entire elephant-corps.’ 

. Then summoned by a succession of numerous 
persons running at the same time, Skandagupta 
started from his home and without waiting for his 
elephant walked on foot in excitement towards the 
palace. His way was cleared of crowds by mace- 
bearers in a hurry. As he went on he enquired of 
eminent elephant-doctoi-s that bowed before him at 
every step in all directions the night’s news of his 
choice elephants. All these persons created a bustle 
all round him. Hosts of elephant-drivers measuring 
the distances of space with a thicket of bamboos 
marked , by, peacocks’ feathers raised high and as 
appearing like so many Vindhya forests ran in 



SIXTH UCGHT^A 






, wn^:, ^TioraT FTO<?Fri^T^5!TTOe- 

-<s. 

rv .Cs -r\ rv__. <^_ <?■_ 




*' I / / ,. ■■ 


front in disorderly groups engaged in the onerous 
“task of binding elephants. Some of the elephant- 
guards displayed handfuls of grass, green like 
merald and coaxed the elephants newly captured. 
Some delighted in mind at the acquisition of rutting 
elephants to their liking approached from afar and 
saluted him. Some intimated the advent of rut of 
their own elephants, and some pleaded for mounting 
drums on theirs. Some who grew their beards iii 
mourning at the separation of their elephants of 
which they had been deprived for the fault of grave 
neglect moved in advance. New-comers clothed in 
rags ran in the hope of being favoured with an 
entrustment of elephants to their charge. Persons 
engaged to look after the female elephants employed 
to decoy the male ones lifted their hands on getting 
ii favourable opportunity after a long while and 
extolled the merits of their skilled she-elephants. 
Rowe'S of forest-guards marked with shining leaves 
and sprouts, eager to intimate the number of newly 
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captured elephants^ raised high a forest of canes. 
The chiefs of mahouts displayed leathern figures in 
training elephants for battle. Emissaries of the 
guards of elephant-forests were sent out to convey 
the news of the latest movements of herds of ele- 
phants. Others were every moment examining the 
stpck of fodder available for elephants and reporting 
on the harvest and stocking of crops in villages, 
towns and marts. By a bearing which betrayed fche 
high office held under the king's patronage and by 
the natural dignity of his mien he seemed to com- 
mand though he stood indifferent He seemed to 
command the seas to accumulate a store of innumer^ 
able conches to deck his elephants’ ears, to pillag e 
the hills the unguents of red mineral pastes 

to decorate his elephants. He seemed to dismiss 
Airavata from his control over the quarters as a 
sky-elephant. By placing his footsteps as heavy as 
Mount Kailasa bending under the weight of diva’s 
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feet he seemed to subdue the pride of Visnu in bdar* 
ing the weight of the Earth. By dangling both his 
arms reaching down to his knees, 'which tossed as 
he walked about, he seemed to plant on both his 
sides an avenue of stone-pillars for elephant-posts. 
By his lip which somewhat rose and bung down, 
sweet like nectar, he seemed to allure the she- 
elephant of glory with a soft morsel of fresh sprouts. 
His nose was as long as his king’s pedigree. He 
seemed to devour the expanse of spaces with -his 
pair of lengthy eyes which by reason of their gloss, 
sweetness, whiteness and breadth appeared as though 
ifcy had gulped down the Milk-ocean. His fore- 
lieiid was broader than the slope of Meru. By his 
hair which was extremely long and charming w-ith 
a dark tender hue as if due to its having ever grown 
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under the shade of umbrellas without interruption, 
which was naturally curling and shone with the 
agitations of the forelocks resembling tendrils, he 
seemed to cut off the Sun’s rays dimmed of lustre. 
Though he had ceased to operate on his how due to 
the extinction of enemy-hosts, the loud twang (praise 
of his virtues) was heard in all the distant quarters. 
Though he had the entire elephant-force under his 
command, he was untouched by pride (rut). Though 
prosperous (consisting of ashes), he was all love 
(oily). Though royal (sprung from the Earth), he 
was full of virtues (yarn). He stood at the head of 
all munificent peisons as of rutting elephants. He 
filled the servant’s role as covetable as sovereignty 
itself and as dignified. He had mounted the palace 
of the king’s favour, inaccessible to others, like a 
lady of noble family, steady in devotion to a single 
lord. A disinterested kinsman of m e n of talents, an 
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i unsalaried servant of the devout, an unbought slave 
of the learned, Skandagupta entered the palace. 
From at a distance he paid his salutation, leaning 
both his arms on the earth and touching the earth 
with his head. 

As he sat not too near, Prince Harsa told him, 
^ You have heard the details of the incident relating 
to the revered one and what we propose to do. 
Hence quickly assemble all the elephant-forces that 
had gone abroad. The fire of pain due to the insult 
to my brother does not brook even a little delay in 
starting.’ Told thus, Skandagupta prostrated and 
intimated, ‘ Your Highness may take your bidding 
as already carried out. But a small submission has 
to be made out of devotion to my master. Your 
Highness will be pleased to listen. The whole 
endeavour of Your Highness is- worthy of your noble 
birth in the line of Puspabhuti, your innate valour, 
your arms hanging like the trunks of sky-elephants 
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and your uncommon fraternal love. Even poor worms 
called snakes do not brook insult. How much more 
so should be storehouses of valour like yourself ! Your 
Highness has by the incident of Prince Rajyavardhana 
seen but a sample of the baseness of wicked persons. 
Such indeed are the national characters varying with* 
every village, every city, every country, every conti- 
nent and every region of space as also their dress^, 
features, food and dealings. So abandon this trait 
of believing everybody which is natural to the tradi- 
tion of our land and inborn to hearts frank by nature. 
Yaur Highness has every day heard all sorts of news 
about the results of negligence and indulgence in, 
vices* 

‘For instance, at Padmavati, Nagasena born of 
,the Naga race perished as his deliberations were^ 
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divulged by a female myna. In ^ravastl the wealth 
of ^rutavarman went to ruins as his secret was 
overheard by a parrot. At Mrttikavati the leakage 
of a secret plan contributed to the death of Suvarpa- 
ouda as he muttered in a dream. The maid waving 
an elegant chowrie who read out the letters of an 
■epistle reflected on the crest-gem, became death to 
the Lord of Yavanas. Viduratha’s army that destroy- 
ed with uplifted swords slaughtered Brhadratha, 
■the greedy king of Mathura, as he was digging. out 
a treasure on a night of the dark fortnight. Maha- 
sena’s troops emerging from the body of a deceptive 
elephant bound the Vatsa king who was addicted to 
sport in the forests of elephants. Moving in the 
jnidsf of actors, Mitradeva did with his sharp sword 
ohop off like a lotus-stalk the head of Agnimitra’s 



HARSACARITA 


^ \ li^K. ^ 

r%71 f; 33W; i Jlfg^ ^ ^gR sg?- 

^^TJT I ^ ^^fTR^'O^ITOT^cRRm^ 

=!T5=^PRrTlti[cr iirfR i 


^^05 ^5 RTrfcr RriRR I 3Tr?M?If 





mF^%\ 


son, Sumit]^! who Mas extremely fond of dancing. 
The enemy’s men pretending to be pupils in music, 
with sharp SM'Ords placed in the hollows of lutes* 
made of gourds, cut oft' the head of ^arabha, the lord 
of Asmakas, who ^vas fond of stringed instruments 
of* music. The vile commander Puspamitra pretend- 
ing to make a parade of all his troops crushed his 
master Brhadratha of the Maurya dynasty. Candi- 
pati filled Muth curiosity to see wonders was led 
away somewhere by a machine-plane travelling in 
the air contrived by a Yavana who was awaiting^ 
punishment. Kakavarna of the ^isunaga dynasty 
was sundered in the neck by a sword near his city. 
The minister Vasudeva caused the separation of life 
for .^uhga who was too much addicted to women and 
a slave of lust through the daughter of a female 
slave of Devabhuti that put on the guise of a queen. 
The ministers of the king of Mekala decoyed to their 
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own country the Magadha king bent on finding out 
the passage to the Nether world by means of a tun- 
nel of the Godhana mountain tempting with the 
delights yielded by the tinkle of the jewelled anklets 
of numerous ladies. The goblin Talajangha killed 
Kumarasena, the youngest son of Pradyota, born of 
Puiiaka, who boasted of selling human flesh in the 
festivity of Mahakala. Persons disguised as physi- 
cians after advertising the excellences of their 
treatments through numerous other persons brought 
consumption on the Videha prince Ganapati who 
was mad after the preparations of drugs from mer- 
cury. The brother Virasena getting access to a wall 
hid in the queen’s chamber contributed to the death 
of Bhadrasena of Kalihga who placed his faith in 
women. The son sitting on the mattress of his 
mother’s bed effected the death of the Karusa king. 
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Dadhra who desired to crown another son as king. 
The emissary of Sudraka drove off the life of the 
Cakora king Candraketii fond of his chamberlain 
along with that of his minister in private. The soldiers 
in .the army of the king of Oampa, hiding in a forest 
of reeds on a land abounding in reeds, sucked the 
life of Puskara, lord of Camundi who was engaged 
in a hunting expedition slaughtering rhiiipceroses.'"' 
Bards instigated by enemies, with cries of Victory 
resounding in their mouths, extirpated the fool 
Ksattravarman of the Maukhari dynasty who was 
enamoured of panegyrists. In the enemy’s city 
Candragupta disguised as mistress massacred the 
Lord of ^akas who courted another’s wife. 

‘ These wrongs inflicted by women to negligent 
persons must have reached the ears of Your High- 
ness. For securing the kingdom for her son, 
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Suprabha killed the king of KasI, Mahasena, exhila- 
rated by wine with fried grain mixed in poison. 
Ratnavati pretending a frenzy of love assassinated 
Jarutha, king of Ayodhya, a tormentor of enemies, 
with a mirror possessed of an edge like the blade of 
a sword, Devaki fallen in love with her brother-in- 
law killed Devasena, king of Suhma with a blue 
lotus worn on the ear whose juice was contaminated 
by poison-powder. The favourite wife killed her 
husband Rantideva, lord of Vairanti, out of anger 
at her co-wife with a gem-set anklet that rained dis- 
gust with magic-powder. Bindumati slew Viduratha 
of the Vrsni race with a dagger hid in her lock of 
hair. Hamsavati murdered Yirasena, king of Sau- 
viras, with the gem of her girdle whose midst was 
smeared with poison. Pauravi with her mouth smear- 
ed with an invisible antidote killed the Paurava lord 
Somaka by making him drink mouthfuls of poisoned 
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wme.’ With these words he paused and then went 
forth to carry out the bidding of his ihaster. 

And King Harsa issued full instructions for the 
administration of his kingdom. Afterwards, when 
King Harsa after taking such a vow commanded an 
expedition for the conquest of all the quarters, evil 
portents of all sorts spread about in the homes 
of rival kings approaching the end of their lives. 
Accordingly here and there rows of black antelopes 
restlessly roamed about like the glances of Death’s 
emissaries drawing near. In the courtyard were 
sounded the cries of hum of swarms of honey-bees 
like the tinkle of Laksmi’s anklets at her departure. 
Even during the day the inauspicious vixens 
obnoxiously and ominously howled long, emitting 
fii-e from the hollows of their open and ugly mouths. 
Vultures swooped down with wings gray like the 
cheeks of young monkeys 9,s if hankering after the 
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flesh on dead bodies. Trees in the parks simulta- 
neously put forth an untimely bloom as if to take 
leave. The statues in halls wept violent, beating 
their breasts with the strokes of their moving hands. 
Warriors saw their own self in mirrors as headless 
trunks as if their heads had fled away in fear at 
their imminent seizure by the hair. On the crest- 
gems of queens appeared footprints bearing the 
marks of the discus, conch and lotus. The chowries 
waved by the maid-servants slipped accidentally 
from their sprout-like hands. Even in a love-quarrel 
soldiers turned their backs long in aversion to angry 
ladies. The honey-drinking bouts of bees dispersed 
on the cheeks of elephants. As if smelling the scent 
of Yama’s buffalo, horses languished and refused to- 
eat the fresh green grass piled in clusters. The- 
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slothful domestic peacocks refused to dance though 
fondly induced by the harping strokes of hands by 
girls noisy with the moving bracelets. Every night 
dogs in batches howled aloud near the outer gates 
without cause with uplifted faces, as if fixing their 
eyes at the deer in the Moon. During the day a 
naked woman rambled in the parks with her 
threatening fore-finger moved as if to count the 
persons doomed to Death. Heaps of tender grass 
grew on the paved floorings in waves like those of 
the curved hoofs of the deer. In the wine-cup were 
seen the reflections of the lotus-faces of soldiers’ 
wives possessed of twined hair and bearing the lustre 
of yellow pigment devoid of collyrium. Lands 
shook as if afraid of their imminent seizure. Streams 
of blood bearing the red hue of full-blown Bandhuka 
flowers were seen fallen on the bodies of heroes like 
the red sandal unguent used in decking a man sent 
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to the gallows. As if drawing a line of fire round 
the perishing glory, blazing meteors burning the 
stars with an effusion of embers yielding uninter- 
rupted flashes of the fiery sparks, ceased not to fall 
in batches. A severe storm raged in every hopie, 
blowing off chowries, umbrellas and fans like a 
portress going in advance. 


The End of the Sixth Ucchvasa.' 



NOTES ON HARSACARITA, 


THE SLXTH UCCHVASA. 

From the Second Ucchvasa onwards the author 
gives two verses at the beginning of every chapter 
in which he hints the theme in the respective chap- 
ters. Accordingly in the couple of Arya verses with 
which the Sixth Chapter begins are hinted the 
assassination of Grahavarman by the Malva king 
and the treacherous minder of Rajyavardhana by 
the Gauda ruler and the arrangements of Harsa for 
an expedition against the Gauda king. 


Yama, Death. Amara:— i 

f Makes a collection of heroes ; spreads 
his tentacles over all heroes. How are the heroes ? 

The reduplication denotes both frequency 
and diversity of places. Indeclinable past 

participle of with to search for and appropriate. 
Yama is ever and everywhere on the alert to find 
out his victims among heroes. ^ On earth, sifirfi: 

I: jfMRr The secret emissaries sent 
by Yama, after searching the whole Earth, bring in 
heroes for the grip of Death. %T%5rfT|K^. Death is 
likened to a conqueror ambitious of bringing the 
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whole earth within his purview. 

A person bent on conquest would send secret eiiii&sa- 
lies and gather experts from all countries for asisst- 
ing him in his campaign. The emissaries sent by 
him would search every nook and corner ceaselessly 
to find out heroes as potential allies and would 
actually bring them to their master with wdiose help 
he could overrun the wdiole Earth. Likewise Yama 
through his Dutas searches everywhere on earth 
and gathers heroes to his fold. This hints at the 
assassination of Grahavarman by the Malva king 
and the treacherous murder of Rajyavardhana by 
the Gauda ruler. The commentator Sankara sets 
out the hint in full thus:— R 

According to the commentator, m\% is the 
name of the Gauda ruler who invited Rajyavardhana 
to his home through messengers tempting him with 
the offer of the hand of his daughter, and wiiile 
Rajyavardhana was dining in the Gauda king’s Lome 
he was killed by the treachery of the latter. 

Verse 2. formed by adding U %.) to 

with G to confide. = 

synonymous with is the noun 

form of to kill or ruin, in: The crime 

of the breach of faith; foul play; treachery. Or 
nm qR: The ciime of killing a 
person who has reposed conhdence. On the 
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part of a rulGSan. For his own death. 

m Rouses the indignation of a hero. 

The theme hinted at is the treacherous murder of 
Rajyavardhana by the Gauda king, which infuriated 
Harsa to start on an expedition for the destruction 
of all his enemies. The second half of the verse 
sets out an analogy for the infuriation of a hero by 
a ruffian’s misdeed. fR; A lion, 
adjectival to means 

RR: Like the noise of the breaking of an young 

tree by an elephant. Just as that noise leads to the 
slaying of the elephant by the lion, treachery leads 
to the ruffian’s own death. 

Page 2. m etc. Construe : m kCr fij 

3TST. The previous 
chapter has described the death of King Prabhakara- 
vardhana followed by that of Queen Yasovatl accord- 
ing to the practice of sati^ This sentence describes 
the subsequent days of pollution, d 

adjectival to 

The first oblation destined for the deceased 
is offered in the f^raddha known as Ekaha perform- 
ed on the eleventh day of a man’s death, at which a 
Brahmin in whom the departed spirit is invoked is 
fed. I n: ficPfTT A twice-born. A Brahmin 

takes his first and natural birth from the womb of 
his mother and his second and spiritual birth from 
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his initiation into Gayatri by the guru. Vide Yajha- 
valkya : — fefri 

: II Though the appellation originally 
applied to all the three higher castes, it has latterly 
come to be restricted to the Brahmin, 

is one of the locative absolutes in which this 
sentence abounds, ordinarily Past passive parti- 

ciple of the root is here used in the significance 
of This meaning is obtained by resorting to 

i Abstract participle) 

g^: g% When the Brahmin to whom 

was offered the first ball of cooked rice intended for 
the deceased had partaken of his meal, 

wr?: Pollu- 

tion ; opposite of purity, 

The days of pollution due to death number 12 in 
the case of Ksattriyas as 10 in the case of Brahmins. 

Causing disgust. 5fiU3 When the disgust- 
ful days of impurity had passed away, To 

Brahmins, Tif J, ^ adjec- 
tival to The various appurtenances 

closely allied to the king by use when he was alive 
now began to burn the eyes of spectators, reminding 
them of their king’s death. 

In the lengthy compound etc. are 
given samples of some of the paraphernalia enjoyed 
by the king, An umbrella. A vessel. 

6 
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^ A vehicle, ^ Passive present parti- 
ciple of ^ to give. m When all the royal 

appurtenances were given away to Brahmins, The 
practice is to make danams or gifts on the 12th day 
of a man’s decease, Bones, m Any sacred 

place including holy waters. ?4RTR Accusative. 

When the king’s bones had been 
taken and deposited in holy waters along with the 
hearts of men. ^ ^ cttwit 

That furnished the dart of grief, because the monu- 
ment permanently reminded the people of the loss 
of their king. T%^Rr? =1^^ hi A monument in the 
form of a tomb over the funeral pyre or the place 
where the king’s body was cremated, R=^%^ 

M When it was covered with plaster. 3?# A 
battle. A victor in great battles. 

iR The release of the ‘ 
king’s elephant to roam in the woods corresponds to 
the practice of done on the eleventh day 

after a man’s death. ^ Gradually. Here begins 
the description of a number of details indicating the 
gradual waning of the grief. Lamenta- 
tions subsided. The outcries became 

rare. 

?TT% When tears ceased. |r w 
Beds used in mourning. 

With the subsidence of grief men’s ears 
again* became fit to receive counsels. Follow- 
ing or paying heed, Concentration. 
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ge 3. When grief was fresh 

people could not count the king’s virtues as they 
appeared too many. But with the lapse of time the 
reminiscences of the king’s virtues faded away. 
^'^imcrr The grief when afresh was omni- 

present. But now its pervasion became restricted. 

#5 Poets gradually ceased to compose odes 
on the death of their king, How ? m mm: 

When the king’s sight sur- 
vived but in dreams. He lurked but in 

the hearts of men. His outline appeared 

but in pictures. W53Tf#sFrn% ^ m His name 
continued only in poetry. p: My lord Harsa. 

- When he was taking rest from 

all duties. #155? By a number 

of people that served in the palace by hereditary 
succession. How was Mahajana? 

: m m Aged kinsmen thronged in their front* 
^ 5# The people congre- 

gating were possessed of faces bending low and 
^struck dumb. At an unusual hour, btrjtr 

He beheld himself surrounded. Aorist 

of i\. 

?|r ^ The subject l has to be im- 
ported from the previous sentence. What 

else ? It is obvious. m : This congre- 

gation of ihen stricken with grief. 

Bespeaks the arrival of the revered one, refers 
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to Harsa’s elder brother Rajyavardha,na who 
absent from the capital when their father Prabha- 
karavardbana died, to ^ One man 

among the crowd who was more forward than others. 
3?;2rriJT One among many, as distinguished from 
One of two. A vocative of endearment. 

Page 4. arrftsrre. with arr to command. 

is here used merely in the sense of guess. ^\k is a. 
separate sentence meaning str: ^\k 

kmm' Grief. 

. Harsa’s mind, though of a steel 
frame, was softened by an excess of grief roused by 
fraternal affection, With difficulty. 

Desisted from vomiting or pouring out. 

He could scarcely restrain his life 
flowing out along with his tears. 

T. Here begins the series of adjectives 
qualifying Harsa’s elder brother. How 

was he ? The cry raised by 

the chamberlain announced his arrival, or the 
cry of wail is compared to A messenger 

running in advance. The second adjective is 

He was surrounded by a band of servants, 
is in its turn qualified by a number of adjec- 
tives. iirR ujt Owing: 

to a rapid march from a long distance many of the 
followers lagged behind with the result that when 
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Hajyavai’dhana came to the palace the numerical 
strength of his servants was poor, m 
fqr-0'sl The umhrella-bearer had dropped 

out. sRTOIfT m h?! The dress-keeper was left 

far behind. ‘^IR; Water-jar. sg: llRRFf'r 3? 
The water-carriers had slipped out. A spit- 

toon. srraRFrgifl A spittoon-bearer. = 
Spittoon-bearers too had dropped out. 

T Betel-bearere languished or stay- 
ed back in fatigue, A sword, ’gpirffit Sword- 
bearers are a part of royal paraphernalia. 53^ A lame 
man. PW ^ Like lame men sword- 

bearers limped, n^BRiRt sRf: (Pipp) 

arfeiR UP A few conspicuous slave-sons constituted the 
retinue mostly, aro^r: = ?(dipT:. P|Rr; prr: aispRUTR 
^RPraPWiTR, p: g Pj: m w Their bodies 

were dirty and worn out by the neglect of bath, food 
and sleep for many days. 

Page 5. The next adjective is grppffufpp RRf He 
appeared as though resorted to as a refuge. By 
whom? af^RRPT pripupi By the earth render- 

ed destitute by the king’s death and devolving on 
him by succession. The reason for the poetic fancy 
is set out in ap^ etc, 

[PT Because his body was all gray with 
the thick dust of roads. The next adjective is 
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His frame was variegated by the bandages bound 
round the injuries inflicted by arrows in the battle 
for the conquest of Huns. The bandages are con- 
ceived 'of as the long and white glances of the fast 
approaching royal glory. This idea is set out by the 
phrase The next 

adjective is Es excessive 

grief was betrayed by his much too emaciated limbs. 
Why? M#:: vfcrRr As though to save 

the life of King Prabhakaravardhana. To save a 
man from people perform ?IJ? in the fire. 
Accordingly fOTre: The limbs had sacrificed 
theii- flesh into the fire of grief. Hence their thin- 
ness. The next adjective is siqjR: = 

Bereft of the crest-gem. 3?if5!r^- 
The hair was dirty and disarranged. 

Devoid of the head-ornament. These three 
are adjectival to r%rra. He 

seemed to bear mounted on his head the very embodi- 
ment of grief. Nextly 555f[3q|:r How was his 
Sweat trickled down his 
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W The flow of bound- 

less and ceaselss tears seemed to have created a 
channel on his grief-worn cheeks. Consequently 
they were depressed. 

Page 6. m His lower lip 

stood in the way of his hot gusts of sighs. 

Hence it seemed to melt away. And 

hence it was stripped of the red colour of betel 
Because betel is discontinued in mourning. 

The lower lip resembling a Bimba 
fruit in the red hue. sqcJisra. qf^r etc. 

refers to his ears. qr%f or is some ornament 
worn generally on the finger, sometimes also on any 
other part of the body. In the present case it is the 
ear. The last remaining gem is 

worn on the ear simply for purification. qfqftfWl# 
qr The ear is dark 

blue in the lustre of the only sapphire gem worn on 
the ear. ^m% uq FTOq 

The dark blue colour is fancied as due 
to the charring of the ear by the fire of grief on 
hearing the recent news of his father’s death, 
and are synonyms. 5# qr^fiq An example 
of He was characterised 

by a moon-like face. How is the face? 

^ The beard thereon appears meagre. 

^ TOqr: qqqqn q % . 

Covered in the rays of the dark pupils of his fixed 
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downcast eyes. Consequently ^ 

Beards are grown in mourning. The dark 
hue from the pupils suggested the growth of beard 
in mourning. This begins a series of five 

similes. Prince Rajyavardhana was like a lion. 
How? d When 

a cliff in whose cave a lion resides falls down, the 
lion will be disturbed and rendered homeless. Like- 
wise by the fall of the great king the prince is 
agitated and feels helpless, means both a 

mountain and a king, The prince is compared 

to the day getting dark at sunset. 
m W, as applied 

to 1%^ means the Sun, and as applied to the prince 
it denotes the valorous king Prabhakaravardhana. 

as applied to the sun means setting, and as 
applied to the king means death, The 

prince was like Indra’s garden. How ? 

^ 3T^ If the Kalpaka tree is 

broken by accident the garden will be devoid of the 
same. In the case of the prince, is metaphori- 
cally used to denote the king, he being such a liberal 
donor. When the king is fallen the prince is 
Bereft of splendour, ffngr ^5? means both 

shade and splendour. 

Page 7. %nTOW. Here the prince is compared 
to the region of the sky. There is no pun here as in 
the previous three similes. 
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The prince appeared like a point of the sky 
from which the sky-elephant had been driven off. 
He looked so vacant, mm ^inw He 

shook like a mountain torn by a thunderbolt. 
f%JiT Emaciation, anft:. Amara :-3 
Discrimination. 

The quality of not being easily 
worsted ; firmness. and the succeeding instru- 
mentals qualify 

Page 8. 

JiiR: m-. ci«n5gi 'Rqsr: Aorist of 

^ wita e and to_rise up. 

etc. ?5r. understood. 

Stored for a long time, Desirous of 

releasing. seems to be a mistake for 

As if to collect all the sorrows. Arms re- 
sembling sticks. Clasped the neck of Harsa. 

g^'>5 With loud sobs. gw TWcraw 

The silk towel had fallen off from his chest, 
gf |^qn% The hearts of onlookers 

with all their fastenings, ^ Seemed to be 

uprooted. 

Page 9. The echoes of the princes’ 

cries are fancied as the lamentation of a king’s 
favourite in recollection of the king, wif ^ 
fi: Having showered the waters of tears, 'ifer: Rain- 
god. TO’SWr % tw 3^: gjfl 
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While washing ' the eye with water, the eye was 
flooded in the lustrous rays of his nails, 

^mfTRr The lustrous rays suggested 

the picture of foams spreading out on the sea or any 
large sheet of water as a result of some large object 
floating or wading through. 3 ?r: 55T: Though 

frequently wiped. 

^ His eyes were robbed of vision by 
the drops of tears which collected at the end of their 
lashes and impeded their opening. The 

cloth delivered by the betel-bearer with which the 
prince wiped his face is compared to a patch of 
moonlight owing to whiteness. Bereft of orna- 
ments. ^ Containing dis- 
hevelled and disorderly hair. mi% After 

wringing the head dry in indifference. 

Page 10. Connect 

When a man offers w^orship to a deity his 
lip would throb due to the pronouncing of Mantras, 
and flowers mostly white would be throwm at the 
idoL Now the prince seemed to offer worship to the 
deities of quarters. How is his ^T'c^c—lower lip at that 
time ? By the throbs due to 

the grief that was still left. 

^ The lower lip seemed bent on clinging 
to life. Throbbing or agitation generally betrays a 
clinging. i Drenched in water 
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and consequently charming. 

^ Since the idea of kissing is referred to, 
may be taken to refer to the upper lip. The 
lower lip seemed to kiss the upper as the latter was 
cool and charming and thus tried to save its own 
life, ^ The whiteness of the eyes 

bathed in water gives rise to a poetic fancy, 
c 

In the rays of the 
autumnal moon white lilies would bloom and their 
petals are used to be offered at the worship of the 
gods. The whiteness of the prince’s washed eyes 
suggested that the prince was throwing flower- 
offerings at the worship of 

: A quadrangle. A platform. 

Awning. Pillow. Amara:~“^T'?R tfjTsri:. 

A Couch. Adverb, silently. Aorist 

f A carpet, 

Stretching out his body on a carpet laid on 
the floor. The Atmanepada is due to the 

prefixes d and Panini: — 

Into a thousand pieces. is generally used with 
reference to a son born of one’s own loins. Here it is 
used in the sense of a brother, lit., born of the same 
loins. ^4^ The sight of a brother or even of 

any close blood-relation. f| Causes a 

youthful bloom of grief ; increases its intensity. 
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Page 11. ^ That day on which the brothers 
let was even more terrible than the day on which 
the king died, srm, mm and are uses in the 
where predicates are used in the Impersonal 
form. Rendered in the Active voice, the sentences 
will read as follows :—?r 

or 

Red like madder. The sun. 

This sentence describes the setting sun. 

mj u c^l is another name of Visva- 

karman, the architect of gods. Formerly Visva- 
karman at the request of his daughter %T, wife of 
the Sun, v/ho was unable to bear his lustre, applied 
the lathe on the Sun’s person and stripped him of 
some of his lustre out of which Visnu’s Oakra, diva’s 
Sula and other weapons were carved. Now the red 
lustre of the setting Sun 'suggested a similar fresh 
application of the lathe leading to profuse bleeding. 

A chissel, an axe or lathe. Vide parallel from 
Raghuvaiiisa 
VI-32. 

Akin in hue to a lump of flesh with blood 
profusely flowing out. The Ocean, srq?: 

whr:, mq In the water of the western ocean. 
^TJfiw'Sank, immersed, Dis- 
tressed by the closing of lotus-buds. ^ The 

troop of bees, Perfect of w to sound. 

Distressed 
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at the sight of their spouses alarmed at their fast 
approaching separation. It is believed that Cakra** 
vakas, male and female, separate at sunset and 
remain separated on the opposite banks of a river 
during the night. A species of ruddy geese. 

At the Sun who shone like a full-blown 
Bandhuka flower, m\ # ^^-'4 Fixed their 

tearful eyes as at a kinsman. 

Page 12, Abounding in the 

buz of bees. wrd Attractive by female 

Kalahamsa birds, perhaps of the red variety, because 
they are compared to the ruby girdle of 

Laksmi. Both these are adjectival to A pond 
of white lotuses which bloom in the evening, d^^r.. 
mt The group of petty bells hang- 

ing down the ruby girdle of Royalty who roamed 
over the lotus-pond. Seemed to jingle. The 

evening is the sporting season of Laksmi, and she 
generally takes delight in lotus-ponds. corres- 
ponds to to to 

and the jingle of bells to the hum of bees. 

adverbial adjunct to 

adjectival to The black mark of the moon 

will be prominent on the full-moon day oi in its 
neighbourhood. mm, ffrM df 

Broad. Mm Horn. Scattered upward. 
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'^Mire. ^ Stain, mi ^iva. mi Tame, mx Bull. 
?6f Hump like a peak ; lofty hump. 
Resembling the lofty hump. 

The moon^s disc shone in the sky. 

t: Whose words could not be disregarded. 

By the chief vassals Aorist of 

Atmanepada. ^|ttt When the 

night broke into daylight ; an idiomatic expression 
meaning ‘at daybreak.’ 

im You are a proper person to receive commands 
from elders. A flag tied with ropes. Just 

as it can be transmitted from one person to another 
our father’s mental qualities too have devolved on 
you. Passive Aorist of to catch. 

Page 13. Obedient, jkh 

m ^ By the work of fate my heart has 
become merciless. ^ T%¥rmi% Desires 

to speak something as follows, PerverMty. 
Don’t be perverse enough to act contrary to the 
dictates of love. The suggestion is — My advice 
should be carried out. 1%^ Like a fool. 

The Aorist termination is used in the Imperative 
significance due to juxtaposition with ?tt. An 
obstacle. ^t%t A desire. means 

name of a king of the solar race, son of 
Yuvanaisva, (born of' his belly). As soon as he 
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came out of the belly the sages said, ^ 
whereupon Indra came down and said m\ The 
hoy was therefore called Mandhatr. See Visnupurana 
^^”2. was the son of Mandhatr and killed the 
5?Fr?|JT-*4s that had ousted the N%as, and re-instated 
the latter. He married Narmada. See Visnu Purina 
IV-3. mm fiw It is usual to 

speak of only Seven Dvipas or continents. However, 
references are not lacking in literature to 18 Dvipas. 
Raghu VI-38, when describing Kartavirya, refers 
to 18 Dvipas There 

is a similar reference in Naisadha too 

The 18 Dvipas are 

according to Raghuvaihsa was 
the father of Raghu, which is the genealogy adopted 
here. But according to Ramayana, Dillpa’s son was 
Bhagiratha whose grandson was Raghu ; and accord- 
ing to Visnu Purina, Dillpa’s son was Dirghabahu 
whose son was Raghu. Visnupurana IV-4. After 
# is to be imported from the previous sentence 
and after f.w. Similarly in the next two 

-sentences also, # after the Locative and i% fd after 
the Instrumental are to be imported. 

^ In a lumdred battles with 
Asuras, Dakratha, offering aid to the gods, drove on 
the chariot of gods in the thick of fight:' 
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T«r: ^ lit., one whose chariot had art' 

unimpeded march in all the ten directions. % 

^ (i? ) is inserted according to Panini 
wii ?rflcTratofr%. Amara j?r, Ksira- 
svamin’s commentary — lit., a hollow 
created by the impiint of a cow^s hoof. Ordinarily it 
means a puddle. ^q^qHr: fcrr* 

. Who treated the 
range of the four oceans as a puddle. Dusyanta, a 
king of lunar race, hero of ^akuntala. Bharata, son 
of Dusyanta. is named after him. 

nqiw: % ^WJ', m mv, 

. By the performance of a hundred sacrifices a 
person ousts Indra from his heavenly throne. So- 
Indra’s age otheiwise always young is supposed to 
be rendered gray by the smoke of a hundred ‘sacri- 
fices performed by another. The idea is that Indra’s 
term of office expires in such a contingency, 

q][^3T Of beloved memory ; of holy remem- 
brance. r!5f^qfi: is a particle denoting veneration. 

Page 14. qTmciT: smw: q^r§., ?!!?[ 

Death. MR refers to Prabhakaravardhana’s father, 
to Rajyavardbana’s father, The 

kingly office. t% ?r '<vu< Passive Aorist of f to do. 

p'sf' : also fSrw.*. Panini : — femqf f -pq. 
T%qr ^ Womanishness. Panini : — 

'3Tr^qq A resting place. The augment is 
due to Panini q%FiR[. qfe When the 
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mountain has crumbled ; when the king has collapsed, 
Wlien the mountain is shattered^ rills drain 
out fully. Likewise tears flowed 

out in profusion, To me 

to whom all the ten directions are shrouded in dark- 
ness, R55W Melted, (fir^H:) 

Smitten by a poisoned arrow. 

Page 15. 

1# -f- according to Vartika ^ 
on Panin i : — 

As though filled with clouds formed 
of the smoke risen from the fire of grief. 

The spread of streams of tears, 

R: q^?f5=(: Any man, as he is formed of the five 
elements. Amara: — 

Death, is here used in its etymological senj 
viz., restitution to the state of five elements. 

Instead of transforming into all the five ele- 
ments — earth, water, fire, air and ether, the king has 
changed into only one of them viz., fire. 

Warlike. Panini : — I 
r?n^ Cowardly. Accu- 
sative. Overpowering, Risen in revolt. 

The submarine fire is believed to 
have a face like that of a mare, This and 

the three succeeding clauses are to be taken along 
with the predicates etc. in order. It is 

believed that the rage of Bbrgus against Kartaviryas 

7 
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was conceived in the thigh by a Bhrgu lady and let 
ont in the form of fire into the ocean whereupon the 
fire began to consume the waters of the Ocean. 

m The allusion is to the destruction of moun- 
tains’ wings by Indra with his thunderbolt, ^ 
Enraged by the partiality of the Moon towards 
Rohini of all the sisters who were his wives, their 
father Daksa cursed him to suffer from consumption 
which accounts for the moon’s waning gradually in 
the dark fortnight, refers to the eclipse of 

the Sun. P’5: Panini:— 

is the golden mountain 

where gods reside, round which the planets move. 

Page 16. To let go.' 

Cakora’s eye gets red at the sight of poison. Vide 
Xautilya’s Arthasastra 

, ml Vide 

Xamandaka also i 

mm m\ mm ii ^ mmi My eye is dis- 
gusted of the kingdom. Cakora’s 

eye becomes extremely red. I ????: m 
Mymind wishes to avoid or Like what? 

imm. means a Capdala. Kingdom is 

like, the pomp of outcastes. Both the pomp of out- 
castes and the Royal glory stand on the same footing. 

In a procession of outcastes 
the clothing will largely consist of clothes seized 
from corpses. Likewise kingship is covered in cloths 
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•of many dead warriors. Because kingship is formed 
on the massacre of a good many warriors in battles. 

m A festivity celebrated by out- 

castes pleases an audience of vulgar taste. Likewise 
kingship reddens the battlefield ^\ith the flow of 
blood. This common characteristic is merely a 
creature of pun on the word means 

both reddened and pleased, TI both a theatre and 
battlefield. Kingship devolves by 

family succession or is displayed on banners of 
victory, ^ A Candala’s festival is cele- 

brated by carrying the idol on bamboo poles. Or 
A Candala show is outside the 
pale of caste-men. Ignoble, as applied to both 
?! and means both affection and oil. 

The stain due to both. Mountains. 

I wish to wash oft* my attachment with the 
waters of mountain-rills, living in a hermitage. 3^: 
or 3^: Name of a prince, the sixth monarch of the 
Lunar race. He was the youngest son of Yayati and 
^armistha. When Yayati asked his five sons if any 
one of them would exchange his youth and beapty 
for his own decrepitude and infirmities, it was Puru 
alone who consented to make the exchange. After 
a thousand years Yayati restored to Puru his youth 
and beauty and made him successor to the throne. 
Puru was an ancestor of Kauravas and Pandavas. 

m ur The care of kingdom blocks the 
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happiness of youth. The responsibilities of kingship 
will not permit Harsa to indulge in the pleasures of 
youth. It may be recalled that Hari bears 

Laksmi on his chest. Likewise show your chest to 
Laksmi. In other words accept the hand of 
TO: Hi%Rr: A sword, lit,, that which 

exceeds 30 times the finger-breadth, Oast 

it aside on the ground. 

Page 17. Sharp-edged. 

m Past passive participle of | with ^ and f% to 
tear. srrw is an Indeclinable meaning 

‘with regard to’ or ‘regarding’ and governs a noun 
in the Accusative case. Panini 

WS: •= ^1 + Panini etc. 

3TW5FT Past passive participle o^ 

the causal of n? . Born of 

grief. Distraction of the mind. 

Passive Aorist. ^ rtonr: Method of 

bringing a downfall. 

Page 18. An index, The 

entire group of planets. The good or evil influence 
of planets on men’s lives is well known in Hindu 
astrology. 'dT^fw7fTtr?T ^ 

A man of straw. One prepared tc 

do anything. is a remote ancestor of Harsa 

Between him and Prabhakaravardhana had inter 
vened several generations, As if I have beei 



SIXTH UCCHVASA 


101 


found to err. M etc. The 

direction to Harsa to take up the kingdom is as good 
as dictating a learned Brahmin to drink wine. Three 
other similes of a similar nature are set out. After 
setting out the impropriety of his brother’s command 
Harsa refers to what will be suitable under the 
circumstances. ^ 

cf^ Tp^i: Moimt Man- 
dara churned the ocean. Likewise Prabhakara- 
vardhana confounded all the kings puffed up with 
valour. Locative singular, adjectival to TOR. 

etc. refers to three respectable courses open to 
Harsa at the death of his father. 

Page 19. 5 xmm The command that 

directs me to take up the kingdom. ^ jtr 
A ll the more scorching to one already 
scorched. 37^51^: Drought. Laid waste. 

A desert. sri-Kifg- A shower of live coals. ^T^rfqr etc. 
begins to give a list of rare persons, 18 on the whole, 
ending with A prince without bad 

ways — which is the most relevant to the context. 
The suggestion is that the opposites of those men- 
tioned in the list are common in the world. As such 
princes are mostly wayward, but not me who have 
learnt lessons direct from my revered elder brother. 
This is the significance of the clause — 37 i4 
m One who holds his 

wife dear. Panini 
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Riches. Amara f 

: Repugnant. Amara 

ct: Agree-' 

able. A hunter (Unadi 1-37). 

flmj Paiiini : — 

: Kindly. 

An ascetic. Amara : — 

formed by adding 
Panini r ^ 

: A gambler. Amara 

Free from a craving to enjoy ; or free from 
gluttony. 

Page 20. King Prabhakaravar- 

dhana is likened to a high-class elephant. 

Vide Palakapya:— 

When Rajyavar- 

dhana gives up his kingdom the might of his arms 
goes in vain, Comparative degree of an 

alternative form being ^^rn: 

mm When the prince goes to the forest, all the 
people will shed tears whereby the earth will be 
defiled, ^ m 

l: 3?r5^mR The vicious conduct 

or low character of Sri (w) is betrayed by the 
tokens of the distorted features of all the vile para- 
sites who hang about the drunken game of wealth. 
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Since ^rl revels in the distortions on the faces of 
persons puffed up with wealth, her base character is 
exposed. A female slave usually engaged 

in carrying jars of water. g»tsi^r 

^ri acts the menial slave at the household of 
warriors, because she is won over by valour. 

Who will wish for? Unclean 

conduct. gmJiT^iT: Laksmana. 

Page 21. w "7: Bhimasena. 

awq^i: 7I5IT gr Eegardless of those devoted to 

him. tr^ Rfcr Cruel by being bent on 

seeking his own ends. JfW-pi Exercise of power. 

: Clinging to life, f 

^ The claws of a lion are as sharp as the 
tips of a thunderbolt. With them the lion deals 
furious strokes on the heads of intoxicated elephants. 
From such heads flow out streams of rut. Those 
streams render pliant the thick mane of the Hon. 

Accommodation; solicitude, refers to 
Royal glory, 3 T-cIRU: mi- ^T. When the 

prince goes to the forest why not take the ^ri too^ 
clad in rags? etc. too must be made to carry 
etc. in a basket. 

Page 22. ^T3m%irT Carrying 

a load of gray hair characteristic of old age. The 
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three adjectives etc., etc. and etc. 

suggest that along with the prince it is but fair that 
RajyasrI should be made to undergo the austerities 
of the forest-life. 5^^ refers to the elder brother’s 
orders that Harsa should take up the kingdom. 
Sin. The Atmanepada is due to 

Panini 

Meanwhile. T5 The wardrobe- 

keeper has been already instructed to get ready tree- 
barks for dress. lit., one near 

the work ; a workman. 

The royal women began to beat their breasts when 
they heard of the prince’s resolve to retire to the 
forest. The hearts being underneath the breasts fear- 
ed the strokes of their hands and perhaps they fled 
away in conse(iuence. The idea is — They lost all men- 
tal stability. OTf 

UR Aloud, m opposite is 

originally meant an act injurious to a Brahmin. But 
later on it was used as an interjection to denote the 
Sorrow of anybody. Amara: — Ui'4T 
^41 uffJTU The noun optionally 

changes to before the Accusative plural and all 
later sufSxes. nm Brahmins cried aloud. 

T%^ RRTU: Ancient ; that had been in service for 
a long time. 

Page 23. The seven locatives beginning with 

qualify u#: uftffluT: 
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The \?assals scratched the jewelled pavements with 
the nails of their toes as a sign of affliction, 

5# W Possessed of dowmcast faces, Very 

well known, The servant of Rajya- 

srl. Rajyasri is the name of the sister of Rajyavar- 
dhana and Harsa. is the servant’s name. 

In the audience-hall where the princes were 
seated. 3 ?fj?r srqR'Siar Threw^ himself down. 

, ... TO ^ifu: 

Fate emboldened to increase its efforts for our ruin. 

Page 24. WTO T%^5rfTifM Striking 

at weak points, stto! Son-in-law of Prabhakara- 
vardhana and husband of Rajyasri, king of Kanya- 
kubja and a scion of the Maukhari dynasty. 

-sito! Although according to Kaiyyata’s 

illustration- the nominative in 

is without sanction, poets generally use ^^in the 
causal as governing twm objects. See — r%'?R:- 
Megha II--33 and 
Kumara VII-14. 

Not only did the Malva king put an end to Graha- 
varman but also to his own 3^=^) or merit. The idea' 
is that the massacre of Grahavaman will lead to the 
destruction of the Malva king himself, 

TO tou ^ With feet 

kissed by a pair of steel fetters, Either a 

female thief or a thief’s wife, A rumour. 

n An army, 
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When I have thus delivered my news. ^ 

The further action lies in Your Highness’s hands. 

That cannot be neglected. 
Inconceivable. Unexpected. 

Page 25. Uc 

7<OTRl:. etc. give.s a series of 

causes that caused the submergence of Rajyavar- 
dhana’s grief in his rage. was a Raksasa in 
the form of a horse sent by Kaiiisa to kill Krsna in 
the Brndavana. The slayer of Kesin ; 

Krsna. %f%R'^sr(g was a 

serpent residing in the waters of the Yamuna, which 
polluted its waters with poison. Only a single 
Kadamba tree grew on its banks. Throwing him- 
self down from the Kadamba tree, Krsna trampled 
upon the hoods of Kaliya and crushed it. 
therefore means the species of viz , snakes. 

adjec- 
tival to ^fk:. is the river Yamuna, sister of 

Yama and daughter of the Sun. The 

blackness of the Jumna is well known. 
Fefninine of Comparative degree of fg 
A knit of eyebrows. Appeared, gqp 

Next to the terrific frown on his forehead is men- 
tioned the stroking of his right shoulder by the left 
hand in a spirit of challenge. As his left hand 
came in contact with the top of his right arm the 
white nails of his left hand spread a stream of lustre 
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so that the right arm seemed to be consecrated with 
a bath with waters at its elevation to the supreme 
command of the army, trq rh?: 

It is the practice of poets to describe the spreading 
white lustre of nails as stream^ of water. 

d As at a king’s coronation, a bath 
is usually given to a person when he is elevated as 
a generalissimo according to tradition. When 
placing the responsibilities of battles on the right 
arm, fche right arm’s elevation in status should also 
be effected by a consecration-bath. The nails of the 
left hand, as they poured out a stream of lustre, 
are treated as bathing it in water in that connection. 

Page 26. Abhiseka for whom ? 

Naturally here refers to the right arm. 
n^r: His other hand viz., the right hand, 
feu u* The perspiration of the hand 

is due to his excited rage, It shook for two 

purposes—to tear up the Malva ruler whom he had 
caught by the hair, secondly, to seize his royal glory 
by the hair. and — Tremor and perspiration 

are symptoms indicative of love. They are two of 
the eight Sattvika bhavas generally enumerated in 
works of poetics i; 

urr?u^[! qrK^rRUi: (i Here the prince’s hand 
wants to seize the hair of his enemy’s RajyalaksmI 
with whom it might be treated as having fallen in 
love. Hence it has both and W etc. The- 
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ruddy flush of anger on his cheek is described as the 
dust of Vermillion thrown in the rejoicing of 
on the occasion of the prince’s taking up arms again. 

Celebration of festivity, etc. The climb- 
ing up of the right foot over the left thigh is a posture 
of warriors betraying extreme aggressiveness. 

Though the use of in the Masculine is not 
general it is sanctioned by Amara qi 51% 

3 T|gfr qjqtrrfR When the 

right foot climbed the left thigh the left foot stuck 
fast to the ground as a result of which smoke rose 
up by the frictions of the great toe on the gem-set 
pavement. Past passive participle of % with 

R to spit, to disgorge. The rise of smoke is made 
the subject of a poetic fancy, It seemed as though 
the left foot acting like an enraged person spread 
out its hair with the vow of extirpating all the 
hostile warriors on earth. It may be remembered 
that a similar vow was taken by Canakya for the 
destruction of Nandas, and by Draupadi for the de- 
struction of Kauravas, and in both cases the hair 
was. tied up again after the fulfilment of the vow^ 
SBTOT Perhaps mMmim would be 
better than i%^T h 

As if having loosened the knot of hair, A 

pavement. Amara f 


uwt When a person has swooned it 
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is usual to sprinkle water on his face and bring him 
back to senses. Now the prince’s valour being dor- 
mant can be conceived of as having gone into a 
swoon. In order to bring it back to consciousness the 
water of blood is poured all over his body. How ? 
The prince had only recently come back from his 
fight with the Huns, and the injuries received therein 
are still fresh. When he flew into an excitement 
of rage the healing wounds seemed to burst out by 
again oozing with blood, m !r§H: The 

prince’s valour had gone into a swoon by the poison 
of grief. 

Page 27. As if rousing his valour 

from its slumber. sR'r'tcI Aorist. etc. These 

things are left to your care. SRR siRsftuwi RUf: 
The repression of a foe who is unmannerly beyond 
measure. frit.: etc. An insult offered by 

Malva rulers to the descendants of Puspabhuti is un- 
thinkable, and this idea is brouglit out by a number 
of analogies, = 3t55oa)iw:. 

Page 28. King Prabhakaravar- 

dhana’s queen was named Yasovatl. Three children 
were born to them. Rajyavardhana was the eldest 
son, the son Harsa was born next, and daughter 
Rajyasri was the last. Between Rajyavardhana and 
RajyasrI there seems to be an interval of six years 
as mentioned in the Fourth Ucchvasa thus: — *1# 
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Just about this time Queen 
Yasovati’s brother sent his son, Bhandi by name, to 
grow along with and attend on Princes Eajyavar- 
dhana and Harsa. He is then said to be 8 years old. 

. Since then Bhandi grew along with 
the princes as their staunch comrade. 

5?rf%^ Ordered the beat of drum to proclaim the 
start. 

sjifJi: A sister. Amara:- 

By Rajyavardhana’s bidding to Harsa to 
stay behind. ^ *3: As if his agony 

of love had risen to a greater height. 3 ;^ etc. 
Harsa makes out a strong plea for his being taken 
in the expedition. fw. A series of surmises 

is set out which perhaps prompted Rajyavardhana 
to order Harsa to stay behind, and each surmised 
cause is expressly negatived then and there by a 
reason for the opposite, 

• Page 29. Jif understood, Makes me thin, 

dii ^ One unable 

to endure toils. tif My happiness always 
goes along by/your side. So if you leave me behind 
I shall be unhappy. ^ If your idea is that 
I may be left to protect your wife or your harem^ 
your chief wife? It is ^ri or Boyal glory that 
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always resides in your sword. So wliom am I to 
protect? If the idea be that I should guard 

the rear, tiw ujji: Note the pun in 5 «r 

which means both qualities and cords. ^ srrfl; 
A dependent. As one different from you. 

Or An outsider, according to the maxim — 

WIW:. So three meanings are possible. If your 
idea is (1) that a dependent is not an ally of a power- 
ful man (2) that an outsider should not be taken as 
a companion by a great man, Or (3) ^ qisj; 

A companion should not be taken by a great man. 
=!?r snf: understood. Harsa 

describes himself as the dust of his brother’s feet, 
wag means wiR sttcWr:. Panini 
aiicgJT^: hr: WHHf^aT Selfishness. 
Single, f Rigta %g'T55Rg: qio|i. Fame is described by 
poets as white and therefore can be compared with 
the foams of the milk-ocean. Tii Desires 

to drink. 

Page 30. RRri’o: hIih; hh q.. 

Indeclinable past participle of the causal 
of with . gnHR: hRhi a high status. 

Hww. Hg Hi'ts: The enemy viz., 

the Malva ruler. He is too poor a target for both 
of us to combine our efforts against-him. I'm; means 
flliR gaiR; The preparation of lions to meet 
a deer causes shame, Put on 

armour ; get ready, Fire. means 



112 


NOTES ON HARSAOARITA 


the thread worn round the neck by married women 
consisting on the whole of 8 pieces of gold. It is 
popularly known as Tall in Tamil, ^ 

The 18 

continents are treated as the golden beads hung on 
the neck-wreath of Mother Earth. The commentator 
says : — afgfrf w f ^t^s are seven in nimi- 

)ber :— i 

II The sky-elephants 

are proud of indulging in the butting sport on Mount 
Meru. 

with ^K in the case of an elephant means to sport 
by dashing against embankments. 

Page 31. etc. Rajyavardhana says that 

Harsa will properly take up his bow later on in an 
expedition to conquer the whole world, 

Harsa's 

(bow) is conceived of as a comet portending the de- 
struction of all kings on earth, =srTffT^r’7^^^r 

3Tf: ^¥1 w Leaf-designs made of 

gold would glitter on the staff of Harsa’s bow. =' 

im. g:%?r T%Rftg mTi Irresistible. 

A hungry longing to destroy the foe. 

(^r) When the -appetite is stirred up. 

This single morsel for my rage viz., the 
preying upon the Malva ruler as victim, 

^ifirg# Towards his foe. Marched out.. 
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When his brother was in that condi- 
tion i. e., occupied in marching on an expedition 
mtrT A nrist of ^TT, 

Page 32. m\ By the uneasiness 

due to his brother’s departure. Who 

was kept awake. otr: m: rf^^rf When 

but a third of the night remained. 

A watchman. 3f . 

etc. T%R: Doom. At an unusual 

hour. Hurls down a man. Like what? 

As a storm would do a ship. What kind 
of person and what kind of ship? fl^rriT: arr’T' 

TO i Though his virtues are 
extolled in distant isles ; though the strength of its 
cables is testified to in a distant isle. imm: 

a storehouse of gems, means 
the Ocean. Though a man has stamina as durable 
as the Ocean ; as applied to the ship, though it con- 
tains a stock of most precious gems. 

Almost spent out. m 

[: Very tall. The and 533 ; in are resp'ec- 
tively due to Panini and 3?35itisr?^-ci^ 

Imperfect of with 4th Conjugation, 
Atmanepada, to wake up. This 

and the nine sentences that follow enumerate the evil 
omens observed in Nature. Bad dreams are men- 
tioned first. The throbbing of the 

8 
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left eye is an ill-omen for males as that of the rigl 
for females. T%Tr%# Day and night. 

ruT Tffifiripnt in o.onvevinfir something haH i 

store. 

Page 33. Abnormal natural phenomena 

q* Persistently appear. 

^ Generally the demon Rahu represents the 
head portion, and the trunk portion of the demoi 
Saimbikeya cut into two by Visnu. So Rahu is ir 
the form of a head. If a headless trunk appears ir 
the Sun’s disc and Rahu also comes in contact. 
Rahu's shape would appear as a full human foim. 
This concept is referred to here, m The Sun. 
Joining or sticking fast. The seven sages 

who are supposed to be the members of the constella- 
tion known as the Great Bear, at one stage 

perform penance and at another appear as stars on 
the sky. Penance-doers often restrict their diet to 
gusts of smoke with which they maintain them- 
selves. So 'the seven sages would have con- 

sumed a lot of smoke when doing penance. Now 
when they appear as stars the smoke within issues 
forth in streams and spreading over the sky darkens 
the planets. This perhaps accounts for the dimness 
of planets at that time. Fires on the sky. 

Ruddy expanses of the sky appearing aflame 

Since fires from the sky have been mentioned, 
one can easilv conceive of the huee mass of ashes. 
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Stars falling from the sky are pehaps no other than 
such ashes falling down» The Moon is known 
as the lover of stars who are the moon’s 

mates. When stars fall down it is but natural that 
the moon as their lover would be stricken with grief. 
Hence he is dimmed of lustre, 

All the directions in the sky wherefrom stars 
were falling down. Seemed to wit- 

ness a battle of planets. Where is the light with 
which to see the battle at night? 

With the help of burning embers scattered 
here and there, The wind seems 

to transport the earth. The gravel thrown in all 
directions coupled with dust moving in the wind 
seemed to form the earth itself which was carried by 
the wind. means Gravel. 

Accompanied by whizzing noise. ^ 

I find the hour is not propitious. 

Page 34. # means both family and 

bamboo. An elephant deals with bamboo. Likewise 
Doom tackles the royal family now. A sprout. 

Obstructor, enemy. 

meaning hail, safety, — governs a noun in the Dative 
case, Cowardly due to love 

for the brother bursting out from within, 

As used to be done. Harsa performed 

all the duties as usual. 
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snpjfR 7T^: Prince Harsa as he was 

seated in the audience-hall. ?rrfr 

Beheld the chief horseman of Rajyavar- 
dhana called Kuntala. ^R^cfrfh 

etc. As he entered he was followed by a 
number of persons entering behind, etCc 

Eimtala’s sighs were hot with unbearable grief and 
streamed out like smoke. By the contact of such 
smoke the cloth of Kuntala seemed to be possessed 
of yarn coloured red. 

Page 35. It is a common featuie 

with persons in mourning to grow their hair long. 

The face, though dumb by itself, conveyed 
the news of his master^s death as it was thickly 
overgrown with hair, On seeing him. 
f: ; Harsa grew appiehensive. 

It seemed that the first four elements took 
possession of four of the limbs of prince Harsa. 
Water seized his eyes in the form of tears, wind his 
face in the form of sighs, fire his heart in the form 
of grief and the earth his chest, perhaps because he 
fell on the earth touching it with his breast. The 
word presents some difficulty. It is not clear 
which of the eight represents g: which took 
possession of the chest. Of the 8 lokapalas Vanina, 
Agni and Vayu are specified by names ; the other 
five are impliedly included by Perhaps 

here does not refer to the 8 known by^ 
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popular repute. It means powers that guard the 
world whether they be natural elements or gods. 
As an element the inclusion of is intelligible. 

A whole narrative which would cover a num- 
ber of pages in history is packed up and condensed 
in a single short sentence. This as contrasted 
with the minute and elaborate treatment of the 
‘descriptive detail in which Bana indulges in matters 
comparatively unimportant from the historical point 
of view shows Bana^s predilection of the descriptive 
prose in preference to the narrative. |^T 

i Rajyavardhana had easily defeated the 
Malva king’s forces, He 

'was tempted with false hospitality by the Gauda 
rking whose name according to the commentator is 
vi^Tf. By reason of the ostensible civility of the 
Gauda king the prince was allured’ and reposed high 
confidence in him. The prince was unarmed. 

The commentator says that he was sent for by the 
Gauda ruler through emissaries who carried the offer 
•of giving his daughter in marriage to the prince. 

Rajyavardhana was alone, Locked up 

in confidence, tp The Gauda ruler 

assassinated the prince in his own house, m 
Harsa heard. Aorist of % to bear. 

Page 36. 

The terrific fire of wrath spread out and pushed 
the passion of grief to its full height. etc. 
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(ik. I^J 

4 - 

Harsa assumed a much terrifi 
aspect. The rest of the sentence contains adjectiva. 
phrases qualifying 

t 3Tifn%d Harsa shook 

liishead in anger so that pieces of crest-gems dropped 
down therefrom. Those red pieces appeared like 
live coals of his fire of rage. As those pieces 
down he seemed to discharge the fire of anger 
in consequence. By his lov er lip, qualified 

by Possessed of ceaseless throbs and 

fmgkJT Waving in anger. 

JJarsa seemed to drink the lives of all powerful kings. 
wmi h With glances cast 

his ruddy eyes. He seemed to 

fire in all directions. His fire of rage 

accentuated by his inborn power of prowess covered 
a shower of perspiration all over his body. 

^m'R: The fire of rage seemed 
Itself burnt by his innate fire of heroism, means 
a rainy day. m-mi # 

T^ifyq; ify|y"^q ^q^^R: His 

limbs seemed to shake in fear from his uncommon 
rage. fq The author begins a series of 

analogies based on pun. qq He 

assumed a terrific form. Siva assumed the form of 
Bhairava. 

Page 37. |RRq He played the lion 

among men in form. Visnu took his incarnation as 
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Narasirhha — The man-lion. p Like the 

sun-stone hill. Flaming up 

at the sight of another's heroism. The sun-stone 
catches fire when it comes in contact with the sun’s 
rays. Vide parallel from Uttararamacarita 


II VI~14. Like the day of deluge* 

m His form obscured the 
vision like the brilliance of twelve suns risen 
simultaneously, The 

day of deluge obscures the vision by the rise of 
tw^elve suns all at once, means both kings and 
mountains. In days of old the Vindhya 

mountain grew^ in stature day by day in emulation 
of Me]‘u. ftsTf in the one case means stature, and 
battle in the other, Loftiness and zest;, 
means a snake-charmer, also a king. 
qTu%^;. Pariksit was the son of Abhimanyu ahd' 
g3*andson of Arjuna. Pariksit died of snake-bite, 
and in revenge his son Janamejaya resolved to ex- 
tirpate the whole species of snakes. Of course 
eventually by the intervention of Astika the 
started by Janamejaya was given up. m 

in Janamejaya’s case refers to snakes, and in 
the case of Harsa it refers to persons enjoying opu- 
lence. Like Bhima. 

Bhima thirsted for the blood of Dussasana. 
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Harsa wished to spill the blood of his foe— the 
Gauda ruler. Like a divine elephant. 

Running against a rival elephant. 

Hurrying to prevent aggression 
by his foes. Here ends the series based on pun. 

He appeared as the first revelation 
of valour and so on. 

Page 38. JTRF^^i The waving of lights before a 
deity at the end of Pnja or round a king or some 
dignified personage to ward otf evil. The 

day or hour of such illumination. Intole- 

rance. 

fi Who had van- 
quished the whole host of kings by the genuine 
valour of his arms, When he had laid aside 

his weapon. This is true of Drona. too. Vide Vein 
Saiiihara ^ ftiT: 

III-22. 

Drona. Drona was the son of the sage Bbaradvaja 
and was so called, because the seed which fell at 
the sight of a nymph called Ghrtaci was preserved 
by the sage in a Drona (a measure), 

Dhrstadyumna, the fire-born, son 
of prupada and commander-in-chief of the Panda va 
forces in the Mahabharata war. Drupada was in- 
sulted by his classmate Drona at whose command 
Arjuna, his pupil, vanquished and brought Drupada 
captive. Then pleased at Arjuna’s exploits and 
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enraged at Drona's offence, he took a vow to procure 
a daughter to be given in marriage to Arjuna and a 
son to kill Drona. Out of the fire at a sacrifice 
m‘fornied with the assistance of a saint for that 
purpose rose Draupadi and Dhrstadyumna. Drau- 
padi's hand was won at Svayamvara by Arjuna. 
Dhrstadyumna dragged Drona by the hair in the 
big ^Yar at a time when he liad given up his bow in 
grief due to the presumed death of his son and 
killed Drona with his sword. In the same way the 
Gaiida ruler killed Rajyavardhana when he was 
unarmed and confident. mm The 

Gauda ruler is the only man that could stoop to this 
disgraceful and foul murder, ^ ^ Barring 

that ignoble wretch. 3?f^OTSDTT: 

The heroic qualities of my brother will certainly 
evoke the love of all persons. How are the qualities ? 

White like the Ganges -foams. 
They are so spotless. Being on a 

par with Parasurama’s heroism the qualities of 
Rajyavardhana remind the people of the same. An 
analogy is set out— The minds of. the 
people are likened to tanks, and the manly qualities 
of the prince to swans indulging in tanks. How 
are swans? They too are white like the Ganges- 
foams. They pass through the tunnel on Mount 
Xraiinca created by the arrow of Parasurama when 
going to or from the Manasa lake. Hence they 
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remind the people of Parasurama’s valour. Vide 
Meghasandesa 

1-5?. Swans' too do i. e.^ 
swim with their wings on tanks. The manly quali- 
ties of the prince do win the love {^m€) of all men’s 
hearts. The hands of that very cruel 

one. Though the plural is suited to the viz., 
the sun’s rays, it does not happily fit in with the 
; or the plural is to be justified by taking 
as not meaning the hands but as the actions of 
liands. Extended to take away 

the life of the revered one. 

Page 39. rf#*. w Not paying any regard 

to previous affinities, Summer. 

The rays of the Summer sun. Jusi^' 

as they dry up the water of the lotus-pond. 

i%|T Change the 

voice i%|t srwifw With what 

undertaking on hand? p; is an insect eating 
timber. Its corrosions accidentally take the shape 
of letters. Accordingly we hear of | 
means both arrows and bees, Future, 
applies both to Bad repute and soot. 

By a lamp placed at the passage of a 
window. The Gauda king is compared to the same. 

I W is to be pronounced with Kaku or 

tone of interrogation. Is not the Moon ushered by 
the Creator? The idea is:-"The moment the sun 
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sets, the moon comes in to dispel the darkness. The 
Sun that sets is compared to Rajyavardhana that has 
been killed. To the Moon that is ushered in corres- 
ponds Harsa himself, or darkness corresponds 
totheGauda ruler. How is the Sun? 

The crown of all the three worlds. 

Though the Sun has set. 

Page 40. 

driving out the darkness that blocks the path of 
skies. means both good men and stars. How is 
the Moon? qo#, mw i%r:, fRTOq: 

The moon plays the unique lion sporting in the 
jiiidst of planets. A wicked elephant. 

: Bad jewellers. 

Ruining the gems among 
the valorous. Fit to be killed. 

As he was saying thus. 

m Here begins a lengthy description of the com- 
mander-in-chief known as Siiiihanada. 

One who bears the brunt in all battles. 

Page 41, Bhisma in his 

last days when wounded in battle was laid on a bed 
of arrows prepared by Arjuna at his bidding. Bhisma 
lay only on a single bed of arrows. But our com- 
mander has not only lain on a number of arrow-beds 
but also risen therefrom unhurt. As his 

body was firm, etc. Even old age was afraid 
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to catch hold of him by the body, and with consider- 
able nervousness touched him in the hair alone. 

That too with difficulty. Because his 
were His hair was itself hard and durable. 

TO:, h The 

commander seems to have transformed himself into 
the lion-species. Then where is the mane ? His gray 
stiff hair white like moonbeams played the part of 
the mane, It is usual for the soul to migrate 

from one species to another after death. But here 
the transformation appeared to have taken place 
while alive. The skin of 

both his eyebrows was sagging due to old age and 
as such blocked his vision. Why? Perhaps to avoid 
the sight of a different master. 3^1 Moustache. 

Line. The trails of his thick white moustaches 
covered the region of his cheeks which in conse- 
quence brightened bis face, Out of turn. 

As if drawing out the war-time. The 
disappearance of rains tallying with the advent of 
autumn is the most propitious season for embarking 
on military expedition. At the beginning of autumn 
Kasa groves put forth plenty of bloom whereby the 
white colour will be conspicuously seen everywhere. 
Now 'that the commander’s gray moustache lits his 
face, it seemed as though full-blown Kasa groves 
had come into being thus signifying the advent of au- 
tumn which is the most suitable season for waging 
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war. A beard. The beard hanging down to his 
navel seemed to play the white chowrie in fanning: 
his master who remained in his heart though dead. 

?: Old age. 

Page 42 m Pure. According to 

poetic convention water flows in the blades of swords.. 

The gashes of wounds seemed to thirst 
to drink water. With mouths wide open 

By big gashes of wounds, 

W' His broad chest was rough. 

means a bodkin-like chissel used in engraving 
letters on palm leaves or barks or such other things, 
filer Carved, here is used in the sense of cumu- 
lation, . Or may mean an hour or time, 

Panini f . 

It may be remembered that for the negli- 
gible sin of stealing his father’s calf Parasurama 
wreaked his terrible vengeance on Ksatriyas. 

Hfrw Our commander has performed a 

number of sea-voyages. Mount Mandara too revolved 
in the waters of the ocean, but only once. 

The commander has annexed a number 
of enemies’ kingdoms with ease. Mount Mandara 
drew out Laksmi, but not with ease, 

Made Mandara backward, means both an 

army and a river. therefore means both a. 

commander and the Ocean. 
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Page 43. Present participle of the causal 
of Inborn, Treating for a straw, 

Both king and ^iva. Responsibility as well as 
weight. With back rubbed against ; experienced 
in shouldering. A log of wood by whose 

rubbing fire is kindled in sacrifices, A sub- 
jugator of serpents ; Garuda. both wicked 

kings and wicked snakes. Like a pair of scales 
he could measure the strength of all heroes. 

[R Panini:— ? 

t: The whole science of arms. R 
Active suffix. The Vrddhi is 

due to Panini • — ^ One 

who has reached the other shore. 

Page 44. f is a single word adjec- 
tival to The compound belongs to the 

category of Fortune does not confine 

herself to any fixed place of habitation. She is 
always flirting. Dirty in her leanings. 

By the accursed fortune. ffc^m: 

Loafers extremely black in nature. 

^ Are not conscious that they are themselves 
cheated. R A cuckoo generally leaves 

her young one to be nurtured by crows. Both being 
black in colour, the crow is led to commit the mis- 
take. Consequently kokiks or cuckoos ai^e also called 
3— -fed by others, and the crow too is called 
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-A feeder of another. Vide ^akuntala 

i II V-22. Knaves 
think that they are cheating others whereas they 
themselves are cheated in reality by Fortune, 

T'. For, Sri carries with her these defects viz., 
Blindness and others. It is usual to speak 
of a man blinded by fortune. People puffed up with 
wealth become short-sighted and become a prey to 
many other faults which appear like mKV- 

Changes due to jaundice, These 

ft^Rs are inherited by Laksmi from her source viz., 
the lotuses. 3i?riK^: ifk: h Foolish 

sovereigns, because they move under the shade of 
umbrellas which intercept the heat of the sun. 

Forget that there is any other heat in 
the world. Thinking too high of themselves, they 
are not aware of the presence of any other pow^erful 
being on earth, t% mwr. suggests 

that the person in question is more to be pitied than 
condemned. Why? Owing to extreme 

cowardice. Ever fleeing from battles, 

q 5 He has never seen. fN^Rf g^iR 
The faces of angered heroes. How are their faces? 


Marked by the fire of rage puttting forth its 
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bristles upon cheeks tawny with the swelling of 
unparalleled excesses of passion. 

Page 45. Miserable, m] ?r He does 
not know this. 3|fJ[=5[R: is a diabolic ritual according 
to the dictates of the Atharva Veda performed for 
the extirpation of a foe. If the persons against 
whom they are employed are endowed with greater 
power, the devilish act recoils on the employer 
himself and kills him. In the same way great- 
minded men, v/hen wronged, present the wrong-doer 
with the ruin of his w^hole family. 

Heroes when hit. Blaze even towards 

an idiot or a loafer, The , 

flashes of lightning. Do 

blaze even in water. For the principal cohiponent 
of clouds is water. ^ 

Rqia:, Capable of hurling into an 

irredeemable hell, refers to the Gauda ruler. 

It befits him alone, Battle. The bow is 
described as the principal treasure of heroes in 
battles. %j%:, The 

sword of heroes is conceived of as a pond of blue 
lotuses where the she-swan of Laksmi sports. The 
idea is Laksmi abides in the swords of heroes. 
When the bow and the swmrd are ready, all others 
are but fqoTmr: Petty expedients. Which all? 

Even the churning of the Ocean and 
such other expedients as had been' resorted to in 
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ancient days. For the purpose of raising 

Laksnii. h 5TO?^T: Can they be treated on the 
same level as the bow and the sword ? ’4T5Tf 'cTR^ff 
WT3 Rf^r: Mountains are believed to have been 
designed by the Creator for supporting the Earth. 

But they find themselves incompetent 
for the task and invoke the assistance of mighty- 
armed heroes. How? By yielding iron ores with 
which are made weapons to assist the heroes’ arms. 

wm: m Iut:. m goes 

along wuth in this compound, put in apposition 
with %. may be paraphrased as 

The very hills vomit metals. 

I Even in thought 

they will not dream of a heinous act like this viz., 
the cowardly assassination by foul play. 

Page 46. Lame. The hands of heroes are 
more far-reaching than the beams of the Sun. nff- 

In the southern direction there is the big buffalo, 
the vehicle of Yama. When it waves its horns, the 
spaces seem to be pierced in curves and are frightful 
to look at. The south is possessed of such spaces. 
But how is the knitting of heroes’ eyebrows ? The 
intervening space between the eyebrows is terrific 
and waving like the wavy motions of the big buffalo 
of Yama. The south is falsely reputed 

as the abode of Yama. It is the knit eyebrows of 
9 
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heroes where Yama really resides, m ^ etc* 
Heroes and lions stand on a par. A lion roars, and 
so does a hero in battle. The only difference is — 
The lion displays his mane whereas a hero does not 
though his thrilled hair comes out at the joy of 
fight, If it wg 

Sprung from all the four oceans. 

For all the riches. A receptacle. A mare. 
Here it is identified with the subaqueous fire which 
has the mare’s face, The mouth of 

Badabagni. Or a great man’s heart. The 

submarine fire consumes the waters of all the seas. 
As such the seas’ riches merge in the fire. A great 
man’s heart is also likewise a fit receptacle to hold 
the riches of the world. 

Page 47. Inborn of the ocean. This 

refers to the submarine fire, Adisesa with 

all his thousand expanded hoods bears but the clod 
known as earth. The idea is that the power which 
permeates the Universe is wielded by the arms of 
heroes alone. 

iw- 5 The sweetness accruing from the 
enjoyment of an unimpeded sway of power, w 
means the earth. 

The forearm. 

: Laksmi remaining at the bidding of heroes 
looks up towards the hero’s face and 'serves him 
even by shampooing his feet with her own hands. 
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As applied to the Sun, 

— The lotus-pond looks up towards the Sun 
and greets his rays (q^). g The reverse is the 

case with cowardly persons, ^ A funk is like 
ihe Moon. How? His heait is as 

timid as that of a deer, A deer squats 

in the Moon’s centre. The reference is to the deer- 
shaped black mark in the middle of the Moon. 

Pale in the back, —an idiom for 
expressing a cowardly nature. Likewise the Moon 
also has got a white surface. f|?T5r, 

Vide Vartika For even 
two nights together, A cow^ard maji’s 

fortune fleets away. The moon too has no steady 
lustre for two nights together. It is ever waning 
and waxing. 

Page 48. TO Human exploit. TO Valour. 
Valour goes in advance and beats and levels the 
roads for the easy march of human exploit. 

W rfiT% Enemies flee at the 

very noise of the doors of martial pride. 

Exposed to the naked view by the glow of 
weapons. The spaces appear empty 

in front of valour. They have no substance or 
stamina to resist the spread of valour. Both and 
become The earth of the battlefield is 

stained red with the blood of foes. Royal glory is 
also won over by the stream of foes’ blood. 
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Touchstone. The gems on the diadems of kings are' 
so many touchstones at whose rubbings not only 
does the row of nails on the toes of a victor, but 
also his royal status shines bright, 

etc. By the constant practice of weapons a 
hero’s palms get black, and at the same time the 
enemies’ faces too grow dark, etc. A hero’s 

body is covered with bandages tied round injuries 
received in battles and hence appears, white. Like- 
wise his fame too grows white by the same cause. 
The greater the injuries received in battles, the 
greater is his fame. The blows of swords 

as they fall on the armoured chests of enemies emit 
not only sparks of fire but also the royal fortune. 

Page 49. When his 

kinsman is killed by a foe. m A wise man. 

The beating of bieasts 
is an indication of grief. A wise man will reveal 
his grief not by beating his own breast but by caus- 
ing enemies’ wives to beat their breasts, i. e., by 
making them widows. Similarly or sigh is 
also indicative of grief. But a wise man will not 
sigh with his own gusts of breath, but he will cause 
the motion of winds by letting fall his swords on 
his enemies. Similarly his weeping does not consist 
in his own shedding tears, but in the shedding of 
tears over the dead bodies of enemies by their rela- 
tives. Further, water is used to be offered as a 



SIXTH UCCHVASA 


133 


.libation to the departed spirit. A wise man does it 
not with water tendered by his own hands but with 
the water poured forth by his enemies’ waves, 
recently widowed. ^ That wise man is alone 
fortunate. None else, The stain of soot. 

Page 50. tirfr^ The 

panels of heroes’ chests are ever at your disposal. 
They are treated as the cool resorts of valour, 

And they are provided also wdth the 
amenities of fire, water and shade. Fire consists in 
the hero’s wu^ath ever fuming with smoke. Water 
is furnished by the edges of razors, and shade is 
-afforded by the thick forests of heroes’ arms 

False aspirants for conquests; pretenders without 
valour but who are earnest in winning the whole 
earth, The chowries 

of such pretenders are to be set in motion not by 
the elegant hands of damsels but by the heavy gusts 
of sighs of enemies’ ladies. Imperative, 2nd 

person singular of with to cut off. 

By enveloping them in the 
shade of vultures blinded by the scent of blood. 

A vicious craving. 

means exudation ; a process by which bad matter 
is ejected out from the body. 

g: ^r: rriw: Lancing; a surgical 
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process for piercing the vein for an a^bscess. 
Tumour. mi 

I: The circular black patches resulting from the 
application of iron fetters suggest the picture of a 
cautery for removing the ailments of the foot. 
w4\l q^R qr'^rf% The grave 

insensibility of feet spoilt by being constantly 
favoured by the satisfaction of a craving to rest on, 
footsteads. 

Page 51. ^rr: ni: The cravings of 

the ears to hear cries of victory shouted by bards. 
rfr^’JTriiT^^^^RqR: An application of a pungent solution 
is calculated to heal the itching. In the context 
Harsa is required to pour the solution of harsh 
commands on the itching ears of his enemies.. 
<5^f;3^q: A paste applied on the forehead to remove 
stiffness. 8T?TR?nR mmm ^ m 

The rigidities of the unbending heads of enemies 
are expected to be removed by applying the forehead- 
paste in the form of the lustre of Harsa’s toe-nails, 

Tongs or pincers. 3m Wealth. 

The' darts in the form of the pranks of a debased 
character are expected to be removed by the tongs 
of the ultimatum to pay tributes. Mock 

heroes, m wmiv The knit 

eyebrows of ineffective warriors are identified with 
darkness. They are to be removed by lamps, 

: What kind of lamps ? 
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xm When the enemies are made to bend before 
the feet of Harsa the lustre of his gem-set footstead 
will dispel the darkness of their knit eyebrows. 

False pride is identified with the disease of 
rr^rdR'^rcf a derangement of the humors. How^ to 
control it? 55^ Kicks with Harsa's 

feet will play the treatment by fast, 

m By the 

lightness due to your kicks drive out the heaviness 
of their heads. A bow. m 

3’jrt String. ottr, I: The hardness 

of hands due to frictions with bowstrings, 
Warmth. p Soften. 

Page 52. w fr#: Do not forsake. In juxtaposi- 
tion with fir a root takes the Aorist terminations in 
the sense of the Imperative mood as in the present 
case or in the sense of any other tense or mood, 
^r^: The suffix ^^^is added under Panini : 

Likewise Past passive 

participle of 3?^. Vide Panini: — WRWiH FEfir. 
R m: You alone remain. also suggests 
who is engaged in bearing the burden of the earth. 
s^fiT’im means mountains in the case of the sun and 
kings in the case of Harsa. 

Panini and 5^. m in 

means rays in the case of the sun and feet in 
the case of Harsa. Multi-coloured. Amara 

The multi-colour of Harsa’s 
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feet is expected to accrue from the 'contact of the 
smoke of sighs and the glow of the crest-gems of 
prostrate kings. btficTT: Enemies. 3?ffrrRr 
W The fresh initiation of enemies into servitude. 

I: The hot and 

heavy sighs heaved in grief by enemies resemble 
columns of hot smoke. The idea of heat is further 
clearly brought out by the adjective Panini : 

^ m sri^r^qr: I: The 

glow of gems is identified with the morning sun- 
shine. 

Page 53. F^^rl:. Jamadagni was massacred 

by the Ksattriyas of the Kartavirya family, 
Parasurama was single whereas Harsa has a great 
kingdom under his command. fF^^I Parasurama 
was but a penance-doer, whereas Harsa is trained 
in the science of arms. Parasurama 

grew in the midst of deer whereas Harsa has grown 
in the midst of warriors, 

2FR Parasurama was but a Brahmin, soft in heart 
whereas Harsa is a Ksatriya, hard and sturdy. 

Parasurama took his resolve to extirpate 
the whole Ksatriya race. How i 

Even the sky-elephants lost their 
pride on hearing the twangs of the Ksatriyas’ bows. 

^i%eF: if? The whole world 

grew feverish at the hum of their bowstrings. 
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PaDini : 


Harsa is possessed of both a hard frame 
and a brave heart. ?TrR??t Topmost of seif- 
respecting people. 3i^r% 

]% i Harsa's bow is a flag-staff in 
the untimely march of conquest started by Death 
bent on gathering human lives, etc. ^ 

Without 

the cooling treatment etc. wm. 

Page 54. ^ ^Km When 

all other means for extinguishing the torments due 
to injuries inflicted by enemies failed. 

Vayifls son Bhimasena. ¥r. The ambrosia 

of the blood flowing from Dussasana’s chest. 

Was quaffed. It was so sweet. How? 

Lovers relish the sweetness of wine 
first sipped by their sweethearts. Hidimba was a 
Raksasi and wife of Bhimasena. The 

nectar of olden days was got by the device of churn- 
ing Mount Mandara. Without resort to any such 
stratagem this nectar is easily available to heroes. 
SPUR Passive Aorist. A use of the 

predicate in the or the Impersonal form. 

Change the voice:— 3?^^. Parasurama 
bathed. Where ? In the pools of 

Ksatriyas’ blood. How were the blood-pools? 
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Aorist 3rd person singular of with n to stop. The 
root ^ of the Atmanepada group takes the Parasmai- 
pada when prefixed with ra, »r or Panini; — 


Even if my anger is not roused by the 
Gauda king. The Lord of serpents, Adisesa 

who holds the earth, My arm is envious 

of him too. ^(4 A rival participant. 

sKfl': Spirit of rivalry, »F-sr% adjectival to 

Page 55. Longs to seize the tresses, ' 

vies with. To make the Sun’s rays 

wave the fans in service. The title of 

king— tFiq; is enjoyed by lions, they being kings of 
beasts. To trample upon. To 

order ejectment, Calamity. 

The Gauda king is ever pricking in the heart like a 
dart. on the model of formed 

under Panini ; — etc. But the proper dissolu- 
tion_ will be a^ra under Panini q:. 
g?i52r: Fit to be pounded by a pestle. With 

a barren lip. 

Page 56. RJi Hermaphrodite. Amara; — 

But the sense of eunuch is perhaps intended 
in the context, Without retaliation. s=?r 

To utter cries of sobs in grief. The 
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offer of water as libation to niy deceased brother. 

Moistened, mm I do swear. 

^ m mi Chains will 

rattle on the feet of all impudent kings who take 
up the bow in opposition, ^^Ftii 

Deprived of the Gauda king, ^ 

Fire lit., one that never makes its body turn down- 
ward. Ghee. 

Peace. T%5Ff : War. 3i#ci: is the name of a 
minister, u%f[«f etc. The proclamation mentions 

the four mountains situate in the four different 
extremities viz., in the east, in the south, 
3?^Fin: in the west and in the north. The 

particle used in the sense of ‘till’ ‘as far as’ being 
a governs a noun in the Ablative case. 

Panini Hence the Ablative is used 

after the nouns denoting the said four mountains. 

or the sunrise mountain is evacuated in the 
morning by Carana couples struck with fear at the 
hearing of the creak of the wheel of the sun’s 
chariot 

Page 57. mz and ^ are perhaps names of 
the same mountain. On Trikuta was situate Lanka, 
the capital of Ravana. Vide Sundara Kanda: — ^ 

Slopes, Hewing down. z% Axe. 

Wine, w is the presiding deity of the western 
quarter, s^^s like Caranas are a species of angels*. 



140 


NOTES ON HARSACARITA 


are m\ This phrase is to be takeB 

along with every succeeding sentence up to 

etc. This 

sentence sets out nine pairs of alternatives open to 
the other kings. One set insists on their submission^ 
the other set throws out a challenge to fight. These 
are a typical example of the figure of speech known 
as r'*? whose essence is An equal contest. 

In fact the author of Sahityadarpana cites extracts 
from this sentence to illustrate that figure of speech. 
%T in means tribute, Let them flee 

to distant quarters, Or let them wave chow- 

ries before us. r%Trr% refers to submission, 
to a fight with bows, 

means an ear-ring, The kings may deck their 
ears with Harsa’s command, Or with bow- 
strings. Helmets, A herd. 

Amara:“-^R^F wr. Canes are held by 

chamberlains attending on kings. 

Page 58. Spears are used in fight, f VR- 

In the mirrors of swords, A lame man. 

: A paste applied on the foot to remove its 
ailment. Aorist of aifl 

Like.the pride of the three worlds on hearing Harsa’s 
ultimatum the day too climbed down in heat and 
passed away. 

etc. The evening time is described in five 
locatives absolute. Bi{|jivrTT% means 
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Page 59. The evening twilight 

was spreading over the w^hole world. 

People joined their palms in adoring Sandhya. 

At the evening meeting. 

Remained for a while. The 

assembled feudatories bent low before Harsa as they 
left the assembly. Just as they bent low 

their garments tossed and generated breeze. 

TW: As the flames of lamps bent low 

in the breeze, it seemed as though the lamps too 
paid homage to Harsa. ^riR: With face turned 
upward. This posture is available when a man lies 
on his back. When he was left with the 

lamp as the second one in the room, Like 

a thief. ^^rri. The grief of the loss of brother 

took hold of him. 

Page 60. refers to his bi other’s 

personality. ?: This piteous end. ' r%c5Ri 

w Prabhakaravardhana was 
himself hard in frame like a well-knit mass of rock. 

The metallic ore extracted from a 
mountain is harder than the mountain itself. Like- 
wise Rajyavardhana was more hardy than his owm 
father, r My continuing to live at the death of 
my brother. A fool. All of a sudden. 

Page 61. Separated. 

Tending to break like a spider’s web. Present 
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tense, 1st person singular of sit. im Locative 
singular of Happy. rT ^ Those 

very virtues of my revered brother. How were 
they formerly? As if abounding in a 

number of moons. They delighted the world. 

How are they now? They burn as if 

they caught the fire of his funeral pyre. SRfr^Tr: 
A doorkeeper. Amara :~-5Tnt|r^T imw-, Name 
of the commander of Harsa's elephant-corps. 

Page 62. The rest of 

the sentence is adjectival to gwiaHrrmaRf 

t: Skandagupta was summoned 
by a succession of numerous persons running all at 
once. He started from his home. 

Without waiting for the elephant. 

Walking on foot. In excitement. By 

people running in front with maces in hands, 

: The crowd round him was cleared. 

5fr 5rr%f^5r. WWR Eminent doctors of 
elephants. Of superior elephants. 

Enquiring the night’s news. etc. The 

Instrumentals beginning from here are to be taken 
along with A bustle was created 

round him. ‘By whom’ is the question answered by 
the several Instrumentals. The first is 
Amara: — arrlRorr How are the elephant- 

drivers? 

This adjective is applicable 



SIXTH UGOHVASA 


143 


l)oth to and wliich are compared to 

each other. The drivers have got bamboo-poles in 
hands on which are hung peacock’s feathers at the 
top. The bamboos appear like measuring yards to 
measure the distance of the spaces in the sky. The 
Vindhya woods too have got a number of bamboo 
groves at the tops of which peacocks dance, spread- 
ing their feathers. The capture of elephants 

is treated as an encounter. 

The drivers have come for the purpose of 
capturing elephants. 3 ^: They run in front. 

In disorderly groups. 

Emerald, Grass. Newly cap- 

tured. By displaying handfuls of green grass some 
of the guards coax the elephants newly captured, 
smwl: may be taken as qualifying (Page 

64, line 3.) By batches of troops, or may be directly 
taken along with Some troops 

are gladdened by the acquisition of rut-elephants 
according to their taste and salute their master 
Skandagupta in gratitude. Some intimate the first 
advent of rut on the part of their elephants. 

Page 63. Some intimated that 

the time for mounting drums on their elephants had 
come, etc. Some were found negligent iri the 
upkeep of their elephants and for that offence they 
were deprived of their charge and due to grief, have 
grown beards. Rags, is a she-elephant 
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preserved for tempting the male elephants. 

Persons engaged to foster t^iese elephants 
raise their hands in joy and extol the merits of their 
skilled elephants. f%5 

2!r# ctrftr: The forest-guards are decorated by sprouts 
and tender leaves shining bright. 

viTUiRr They are bent on 

giving out the numbers of the newly captured ele- 
phants. And they held up bunches 

of lofty canes, sjnnrsir: Chief elephant-riders, 

What do they do ? 5^fkciT: =^fl33T: I®'; 

In training elephants for battles the iniages of rival 
elephants made of skin are used by the instructors. 

Page 64. Jiinwr #2!:, rirar 'tisi: ^ w- 

Batches of messengers of the guards of elephant- 
forests are sent carrying the latest news of ele- 
phants’ movements, A fresh harvest of crops. 

, ^iT4lJiiwra rtf: 

Medini : The 
yield of crops harvested and stocked, 

either troops or elephant-guards, 
etc. . He seemed to be enjoining the very seas to pro- 
vide a limitless supply of shells for his elephants’ ears. 

: An elephant’s decoration. Medini 

T. He seemed to pillage the very hills 
for storing red chalk unguents to paint the temples 
of his elephants. 
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He seemed to take away the authority of 
Airavata as rfi^ 

Skandagupta’s tread was as big and heavy 
as Mount Kailasa bending under the pressure of 
diva’s feet, fi: d Visnu 

is charged with the duty of holding the earth. But 
Skandagupta’s heavy tread seemed to set at naught 
the strength of Visnu in holding or protecting the 
-earth. 

Page 65. The swinging arms 

appeared to plant on both sides an avenue of stone- 
pillars for elephant-posts. By a 

somewhat rising and pending lip. ^ 

Eoyal wealth is identified with a she-elephant. 
An elephant will be tempted by a sweet morsel of 
sprouts. Skandagupta’s lip seemed to play the tender 
morsel likewise to ^rl. ^rei ^ lit., a 

bamboo-like nose; a long nose. His nose 

was as long as the pedigree of his king. # 

The expanse of his eyes 
appeared to have drunk the milk-ocean by its fascina- 
tion, sweetness, whiteness and vastness. T%t strr 

He seemed to drink the whole expanse of space. 

Forehead, Curly hair, Having 

always grown under the shade of umbrellas, his hair 
was exceedingly long, black, soft and shining, 

The forelocks of hair are identified vith 
young plants. qrkf ^ T%«5iRffT The hair shone 
by the tossings of the forelocks, siI 

10 
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The curly hair appeared like a curved sword for 
cutting off the sunbeams shorn of lustre. The black 
hair seemed to blacken the whole space and drive 
out the sun’s rays. 

Page 66. The praise of his qualities was 

heard in all quarters, etc. This is an example 
of The or incompatibility lies in the 

persistence of the twang of the bowstring 
notwithstanding the cessation of the bow's operation. 
The apparent conflict is set at rest by interpreting 
^ to refer to Skandagupta’s virtues. etc. 

The incompatibility here lies in freedom f]*om the^ 
influence of rut notwithstanding the presence of 
elephants with all equipment. The explanation is 
that Skandagupta is not puffed up with pride 
though he is at the control of the entire elephant- 
corps. The contradiction is that a 

mass of ashes is oily. The explanation is that he is 
possessed of riches and also abounds in love. ’TrfwsPT 
Earthenware can never be made of fibre. 
This gives rise to the contradiction. The solution is 
Though a loyal follower of the king, 

He was full of good qualities. Elephants 

are generally possessed of Ichor. He was not 
only at the head of elephants that had but also 
at the head of all donors. This brings out his muni- 
ficence. He bore the role of a servant- 

The role was as welcome as the role of a master and 
as edifying. While still afar. 
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fTT%5Tr Leaning his lotus4ike hands 
on the earth and touching it with his head. 

Palid his salutation. 

Page 67. is to be treated as a ques- 

tion, by kaku or the tone of interrogation, 
Happening. 

That had gone out for pasture, Elephant- 

forces. Treat the bidding as having been 

‘done, Ablative. Out of devotion to master. 

Your Highness has undertaken to 
do what all is in keeping. ‘With what’ is answered 
by the several Genitives in the sentence. 

Nobility of birth. Hanging like the 

trunks of sky-elephants — as massive and attractive. 

Page 68. A snake. Amara:— i 

5Hr%T: WT. T%R: A wrong ; insult. 
um Something has been actually seen. 

The characters of people, Are such and 

diveisified. m prsiut. Dissolve similarly the 
next four compounds. Not only do charac- 
ters differ but also dress etc. Placing faith 

in all persons ; too much of credulity. 

Usual to the traditions of our land. 

% In acts of negligence and in acts of indulgence 
and vices, TOf: You have 

heard a lot of news. 

m etc. Skandagupta gives a list of 21 atroci- 
ties committed in ancient days, some recorded in 
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Kautilya’s Arthasastra, some in Visnupurana, some 
in Kamandakiya Nitisastra, some in Brhat Samliita 
and so on. 

Page 69. (1) the name of a city. 

3??5r: 3?^. Nagasena born of the Naga dynasty 
met with his death as a result of the disclosure of 
his secret plan by a female myna. Vide commen* 
tary TRf 

(2) is the name of another city 
situate north of the Ganges, said to have been 
founded by King ^ravasta. Srutavarman lost his 
kingdom as a result of his secret having been over- 
heard by a parrot. (3) is the name of 

another city. Suvarnacuda muttering in a dream 
disclosed a secret by which his deliberations came^ 
to light and ultimately met with his end. (4) w 
A Gre^ or any non-Hindu. The king of Yavanas 
read out a secret note whose letters got reflected in 
the gems of his diadem and were observed by his 
chowrie-bearer, and she noting the contents thereof 
caused his death. (5) ^|?5RRr In a night of the dark 
fortnight. RW A treasure-trove. Digging. 

Destroying with uplifted swords. ?iT§[t 
A native of Trp (Muttra). Brhadratha was slain 
by Viduratha’s army. (6) Udayana or 

Vatsaraja was fond of sporting in the forest of ele- 
phants. Mahasena or Pradyota, a neighbouring 
king, wanted to catch Vatsaraja alive. Knowing 
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the fondness of Vatsaraja to allure elephants by the 
music of his lute, Mahasena constructed a big wooden 
elephant wherein lay concealed his armed troops 
and placed it in a forest within the notice of Vatsa- 
raja. Vatsaraja played the music. The wooden 
elephant drew near, and out came the soldiers and 
captured him alive and took him to Mahasena’s 
palace where he was kept captive. Then he was 
charged with the duty of instructing Mahasena's 
daughter Vasavadatta in the lute and he ultimately 
eloped with her. And a lawful wedlock took place 
between the two as proposed by Mahasena. This is 
the story in Bhasa’s Pratijna Yaugandharayana. 
(7) Agnimitra’s son Vasumitra was beheaded by 
Mitradeva pretending to be an actor. 

Page 70. (8) A knife, ^arabha, the king, 
of Asmakas, was fond of musical instruments. Cer- 
tain enemies of his pretending to be students of 
music cut off his head with knives concealed in the 
hollows of their lutes. 3?55i|: Gourd. Cavity. 
(9) The assassination of Brhadratha of the Maurya 
dynasty by his commander Puspamitra is known in 
history. (10) Candipati, the name of a king, mm 
The commentator and following him, Cowell and 
Thomas connect mm', with this sentence. But 
since Visnu Purana mentions Kakavarna as the 
second king of ^isunaga dynasty we have preferred 
to connect with the next sentence, 

m A plane to travel in the sky was 
contrived by a Yavana, and in it Candipati who was 
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•curious of marvels was carried away no one knows 
'wliither. (11) Kakavarna of the Sisunaga dynasty 
was cut off in the neck. (12) The last of the ^uhga 
kings was put an end to by his minister Vasudeva 
who founded the Kanva dynasty. Devabhuti is the 
name of the last ^uhga king according to Visnu 
Purana. A slave’s daughter was disguised as queen, 
and through her the minister caused the death of 
the ^uhga king. (13) A subterranean cave 

leading to the Nether world. 

Page 71. is the mountain from which the 
Narmada rises. AFr-t The ministers of the 
Mekala king took oif the Magadha king by means of 
a tunnel on the Godhana mountain. Commentary ; — 
(14) In the festival 

of Ffinre Human flesh. TO f 

T TO:. Stiff-necked; puffed up. 

He was mad in the theory of the 
sale of human flesh. Commentary : — jwci;: 

^ TO: qM*:. But since Pradyota is mentioned as 
the father it will be natural to treat Punaka as the 
mother. Punaka is perhaps Pradyota’s wife of an 
inferior caste. (15) Itoi Putting 

■on the disguise of physicians. Consumption. 

TOTTO’.-is the name of a king of Videhas. (16) #ragi- 
etc. refers to fratricide committed by Virasena on 
his brother Bhadrasena, king of Kalihgas. Kalihga 
is a country between the mouths of the Godavari 
and the Mahanadl. (17) etc. refers to the 
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slaughter of Dadhra, king of Karusas, by his own. 
son when the father desired to put his other son on 
the throne. Earusa seems to be a country near 
Jubbulpore. (18) A forerunner with cane in 

hand to clear off the crowd. 

Page 72. is the name of a mountain. 

(19) A rhinoceros. Panini: 

. Amara : — 

A forest of reeds, =sfRr is the capital of or North 
Bengal. The name of a city. (20) ?Tf r: Eoyal 
bards. is the name of a dynasty. (21) As to 
the assassination of the !^aka king by Candragupta 
the commentary says:— 

ifn marks the close of the list for the present. 

MJTrfRt etc. The author begins to give another 
lisi of atrocities, this time a list of seven murders 
caused by women. (1) Poison. Fried grain. 

To secure the throne for her son, Suprabha 
killed Mahasena, king of Kasl. 

Page 73. (2) wr: Pretending 

to be in a frenzy of love. w ^ Ratna- 

vati slew Jarutha of Ayodhya with a mirror having 
a razor-edge. (3) m The 

blue lotus worn on the ear by Devaki was dipped in 
poisonous powder and she killed her husband Deva- 
sena of Suihha, being in love with her brother-in- 
law. (4) Magic powder. Eingofthe 
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city known as Vairanti. (5) Belonging to the 
Vrsni race, a clan of Yadavas. (6) Sauvira, the 
name of a country. (7) Somaka is the name of a 
king of Puru’s race. 

By making him drink poisoned wine. 
m But she herself had smeared her face 

with an invisible aiftidote'to counteract the effects 
of poison. 

Page IL 5{T%^Tff-^T?ir Of rival kings who 
were approaching the end of their lives, 

Home. Amara 

Evil omens. fl^RT Spread abroad, Black- 

spotted antelopes. The leftward running of the 
deer as an evil omen is referred to in Harsacarita, 
V Ucchvasa :—mm 

%\tw- Amara 

Perfect, 3rd person plural of 3T53|% 
friURf.rf etc. Poets often describe jackals as emitting 
fires from their muzzles. Vide Raghu-.—wg 

u xrn^^i mm W XVI-12. The howling 
of ja-ckals as an evil portent is referred to in Harsa- 
•carita, V Ucchvasa T%ra% 

qcF-fffw T%^f?fr Tmi. 

Page 75. etc. The beating of breasts and 
weeping by. dolls are a rather curious phenomenon. 
Perhaps the phenomenon is to be justified by explain- 
ing that the statues appeared very dim. etc, 
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Warriors saw their reflection in mirrors as headless 
trunks. Why ? Perhaps their heads fled away in 
fear of their imminent capture. Wheel 
Conch. Lotus. These three appear as in 
Harsa’s foot. The appearance of these marks on the 
crest-jewels of the king’s rival queens suggests that 
their husbands would be trampled under Harsa’s 
foot, %^r^r Ohowries waved by servant-maids. 

Love-quarrel, An angry lady. 

Bees that crowded for drinking rut on the cheeks 
of elephants began to disperse. 

Forming into heaps. Panini . Amara : 

^ Grass, Amara 

1 Horses are generally afraid of 
buffaloes, much more so of Yama’s buffalo, 
etc. Poets often describe peacocks as dancing in 
unison with ladies’ strokes of hands marking the 
time of music. Vide Megha : — 

and Uttararamacarita : — ^ 

Page 76. # A dog. 

Panini 

Amara Irai A naked woman. 
Amara ^ 

Grass growing on 
pavements indicates the fast-approaching desertion. 

Soldiers’ wives. The 

appearance of intertwined hair and the absence of 
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collyrium being a mark of ladies in separation 
augured their fast approaching misery. 

Earthquakes are another evil portent. A 

man about to be sent to the gallows used to be 
decked in red flowers and in red sandal unguent. 

Page 77- Meteors stretch- 

ing long, or can be interpreted as a firebrand, a 
torch, ft?# M #il 5?. is the act of 

revolving a blazing torch round an object offered as 
a victim in sacrifices. The glory of other kings was 
about to perish and hence as a prelude fire is revolved 
round it. siftrs w cr.?nft?t?i stkrto?#? 

oEJN: tiRtnw: 1% Blazing meteors set the star-clusters 
afire with eruptions of incessantly flashing sparks. 

Aorist, 3rd person plural of tg; with ft to stop. 

(T?? srftw??, : ?it5fT. Panini -TOft# 

A furious hurricanb swept along, blowing off 
chowries, umbrellas -pnd fans, A female 

doorkeeper too would carry these things in advance. 
The chowrie and other things forming part of the 
royal insignia of other kings were swept away by 
a hurricane. 


The End of the Sixth Chapter. 




